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Dear Friends, 

Our diocese has just completed its 
year-long celebration of 150 years.  
Our diocese (as well as the Diocese 
of Green Bay) was  established 
on March 3, 1868, carved from 
the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. 

As soon as it was feasible, pastors were told to 
establish a Catholic school after a parish was 
created. Throughout the history of our diocese and 
all others, the Church has had the wisdom that it 
was most important to have Catholic schools to 
educate youth. It was so true-to-form here that 
almost every parish in the La Crosse Deanery had 
a Catholic school even those parishes that closed 
and merged with others. The tradition continues 
today in our deanery even though the arrangement 
is different: one consolidated system with the 
exception of St. Charles School in Genoa. Most 
of you remember the growing pains of starting the 
system with a different title. Hopefully, we are now 
beyond that and can focus our attention on being 
a system rather than individual schools with a 
supporting high school.

Whenever I talk to fellow priest-classmates or lay 
people outside our diocese, they are impressed 
that we have and are supporting Catholic schools 
to the extent we do. The rich history and tradition 
we have is not as strong in many other dioceses 
throughout the United States. I hope that all of 
us – bishop, priests, religious, parish members, 
benefactors, staffs of our schools, parents, and 
students – will support the Aquinas Catholic 
Schools with our time, talents and treasures. With 
what we see happening in our nation and world 
today, the need to have a strong, Catholic education 
is becoming more important and necessary for our 
Catholic children of today and tomorrow.

Msgr. Charles Stoetzel
Dean of Aquinas Catholic Schools
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DEAR AQUINAS CATHOLIC 
SCHOOLS ALUMNI AND FAMILY:

It has been an extremely successful and historic year 
for our 3P-12th Aquinas Catholic Schools system.  I am 
extremely proud of the wonderful work of our students, 
faculty, and staff!!  

The Class of 2019 will be our 90th graduating class at 
Aquinas High School.  These seniors have represented 
us with academic excellence, outstanding leadership, and 
first-class voluntarism.  I wish to thank them personally for 
their leadership and school spirit.  They have been ideal 
role models to our younger students and have helped us 
grow our system enrollment to over 1,000 students for the 
first time since the 2012-2013 school year.  We will miss 
this group of students!

The end of this year will see five of our best system faculty 
members retiring.  We will say good bye to Mary Tierney 
(Aquinas Middle School), Tracy Servais (Cathedral), Amy 
Gleason (Cathedral), Mari Erickson (Blessed Sacrament/
Cathedral), and Becky Wilhelm (St. Patrick’s).  They have 
over 140 years of service to our Catholic schools in La 
Crosse/Onalaska.  We will miss, you!!!

REPORT FROM OUR PRESIDENT
I am proud to work with our staff daily in living our core values 
of Faith, Integrity, Excellence, Leadership, and Dignity.  Each 
and every day we strive to instill these core values into the 
culture of our Catholic School system.  

I invite all of you to drop in at any of our Catholic schools 
whenever you are in La Crosse.  I would love to show you 
the many things happening today.  We continue to deliver the 
very best Catholic education in the Midwest.  

God Bless.
Ted Knutson ’80     
President, Aquinas Catholic Schools
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BRINGING CATHOLIC VALUES TO LIFE

A CATHOLIC FRATERNAL BENEFIT  L IFE INSURANCE SOCIETY S INCE 1883

355 Shuman Boulevard, PO Box 3012, Naperville, IL 60566-7012
800-552-0145   |   catholicforester.org   |

F R A T E R N A L  L E G A C Y  R I D E R

19-01-014A-1 RK1458 (4/19)

Create a legacy for

your family
and your favorite

at no additional cost.
Catholic charity

When you purchase an 
eligible life insurance 
policy from Catholic Order 
of Foresters (COF), you 
may add this rider to 
your policy and provide 
an additional 5% of 
the death benefit to a 
Catholic charity1 at no 
additional cost to you. 
This extraordinary benefit 
is payable to the Catholic 
charity1 of your choice. The 
Fraternal Legacy Rider 
(FLR) can even be spread 
across multiple qualified 
Catholic charities. 

If you are considering life 
insurance for the first time 
or need to review your 
current policies, talk to 
Roger Klein about this 
excellent opportunity to 
create a personal legacy 
for Aquinas Catholic 
Schools. 

With the Fraternal 
Legacy Rider, your 
life insurance death 
benefit can be used 
to support Aquinas 
Catholic Schools.

1Catholic charity must meet criteria as a qualified Charitable Beneficiary: Must be an organization whose principles are consistent with the teachings of the Roman 
Catholic Church. Must also be considered exempt from federal taxation under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and listed in Section 170(c) of the 
Internal Revenue Code as an authorized recipient of charitable contributions. Other requirements apply. Not available in all states. 2The policy owner may change 
the Fraternal Legacy Rider beneficiary(ies) or dollar amount at any time by adding or removing charitable organizations to the beneficiary designation for the rider. 
3Amount earmarked as of 04/01/2019.

Contact 
Roger Klein 
COF Agent 

800-985-5036 
rklein@catholicforester.org

Over  
$4,000,000 

earmarked to Catholic charities 
locally2 in Wisconsin through the FLR.3

Over 
$49,000,000 
earmarked to Catholic charities 

nationally2 through the FLR.3
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Catholic Schools Week
The 2019 theme was Catholic Schools: Learn. Serve. Lead. Succeed.
January 27th - February 2nd
The weather did not cooperate with our Catholic Schools Weeks forcing our schools to cancel a lot 
of events, but the students were still able to enjoy a lot of fun events in February!

Thank you for your support of 
CATHOLIC EDUCATION!

Students at Cathedral Elemtary School enjoying a day at High Rollers.

Parents & Students at Cathedral Elementary School 

EATING BREAKFAST TOGETHER!
Speed stacking

 at blessed Sacrament Elementary.

3-Time USA Olympian Debbi Sullivan visited . Debbi talked to the 
students about positive word, positive thoughts, and prayer.

Students at Cathedral Elemtary School 

enjoying a day at High Rollers.
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Catholic Schools Week Cathedral Elementary 

Amid the hardships of winter shoveling, the polar vortex, and multiple 
snow days, Cathedral Elementary School has been filled with 
enthusiasm, happiness, and energy. From Valentine’s Day notes 
to Leprechaun traps to Aquinas Middle School book readers to 
the Aquinas High School girls’ basketball team visit to the Aquinas 
Middle School production of Lion King, Jr, winter has quickly turned 
to spring – we hope!!!

Our Cathedral Lenten Journey has been one of almsgiving as we 
had our “Mondays for Mischell” along with our Easter Basket raffle 
that together raised over $1,600 to support Mischell, our adopted 
student at Casa Hogar, and the Diocesan Missions. Students were 
also generous in their MITE box giving. Our Lenten Masses and our 
Stations of the Cross prayer services allowed time to reflect on the 
road Jesus walked to save us. We are looking forward to celebrating 
the Easter season as well as celebrating with our second-grade 
students as they receive the sacrament of First Communion.

All students and teachers, under the direction of Mrs. Erickson, our 
school counselor, helped Cathedral Elementary School become a 
2019 Kindness Certified School. Students submitted over 900 acts 
of kindness for this project!

As the year comes to a close, we congratulate and thank Mrs. 
Amy Gleason, Mrs. Tracy Servais, and Mrs. Mari Erickson for their 
dedication and commitment to Catholic education and specifically 
Aquinas Catholic Schools. All three will be retiring, leaving a story 
of service and caring to over one-thousand children with over one- 
hundred combined years of service in Catholic education. What an 
amazing legacy!!!

As always, please know that the hard work, generosity, and prayers 
of our families, parishes, and benefactors in supporting Cathedral 
Elementary School are greatly appreciated.
 
In service of your children,
 
Patty Gallagher-Kosmatka, ‘79
Principal, Cathedral Elementary School
 

Principal
Patty Gallagher-Kosmatka
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Blessed Sacrament 
Elementary 

The 2018-19 school year has been a wonderful growing experience 
for all of our 216 students and their teachers.  In addition to their 
academics, the students have had wonderful opportunities to build 
upon their foundations in faith and service.  This year our students 
were asked to partner with the Catholic Daughters Local Court.  The 
ladies have attended three school Masses, and after Mass they have 
a brunch and meeting. The Catholic Daughters local court was very 
generous in purchasing 55 copies of the Action Bible for students to 
use here at school.  

This year, we have continued building the partnership with Cathedral 
School.  Blessed Sacrament Sixth graders and their teachers planned 
and carried out the Halloween and Christmas parties for the Cathedral 
students with games, stories, and other activities for all to enjoy.  
Students of both schools also joined together to offer the prayers of 
the Holy Rosary on Unity Day in October.  A highlight of our school 
year is the annual All Saints Day Celebration.  Students, dressed as 
their saint, really enjoyed their visits to St. Rose Convent, Villa St. 
Joseph, Eagle Crest South, and Cathedral School to share what they 
had learned.  This year, our students were thrilled to have Msgr. Joe 
Hirsch, come to share more on the saints of Latin and South America 
as well as the activities at Casa Hogar.  

We encourage our students to grow in citizenship by participating in 
scouting and our annual Veterans Day Program.  We were honored to 
hear the service story of Shawn O’Brien who enlisted with the Army 
National Guard after 9/11.  Our 3rd and 4th-grade students, along with 
the Stringed Orchestra presented a wonderful Harvest Concert prior 
to Thanksgiving, and our 5th and 6th-grade students, along with the 
band, reminded all about the real reason for the Christmas season.  

This year, our school was thrilled to hear that Tony and Krystal 
Kirchner along with their children would represent their parish and the 
Aquinas Catholic Schools System as the 2019 Mardi Gras Royalty!  
This event celebrates all that is good within our parishes and schools.  
We were delighted that our school representative, Oliver Buck (gr. 
5) would be paired with one of the Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual 
Adoration, Sr. Georgia Christensen, for RSVP’s Who Will Be Smarter 
Than A Fifth Grader event on March 16.  This is a great community 
partnership for all involved!  Finally, one of the most remarkable 
events in our school is when a young person makes a decision 
to strengthen their faith commitment.  On April 11, 2019, Ayden 
Townsend participated in the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first 
time!  He will make in First Communion in May.

We thank you for your continued support to make all of these 
opportunities available for our students.

Kay Berra
Principal, Blessed Sacrament Elementary School

Principal
Kay Berra

St. Patrick Elementary 
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St. Patrick students continue to grow in their learning, faith and 
service to others throughout the 2018-2019 school year.  Kindergarten 
through second grade students received new Sadlier math materials 
which challenge and engage them.  In addition to new math materials, 
St. Patrick students received STEM materials thanks to generous 
grants from the Onalaska Education Foundation and La Crosse Mardi 
Gras.  STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) activities 
help learners become innovators and problem solvers through hands- 
on projects and materials that prepare them for their future.  Through 
these grants we were also able to purchase a set of classroom drones 
for older students and fund a tuba for our band students.    

Students represent St. Patrick’s and Aquinas Catholic Schools in 
the community throughout the school year.  Lexi Fuchsteiner and 
her adult partner Mike Eckstein represented St. Pat’s in RSVP’s Are 
You Smarter than a Fifth Grader competition at Valley View Mall in 
March.  Lexi and Mike were the first runners up and earned $250 for 
St. Patrick School.  Each year we celebrate the feast of St. Patrick’s 
Day with Mass, a visit from the Shamrock Club and our annual talent 
show. In addition to these celebrations, many families marched in 
the La Crosse St. Patrick’s Day parade.  Every year many students 
participate in the Knights of Columbus free throw competition at the 
local and district level.  This year fifth grade students Jaedan Silcox 
and Madelynn Grossbach made it to the state level in the competition 
held at Assumption High School.  Jaedan finished in fourth place, and 
Madelynn came in first place in an exciting finish.  

Each year the National Catholic Education Association hosts a 
conference for Catholic school teachers and leaders.  Several 
teachers took advantage of this professional development opportunity 
in Chicago to learn new ideas and strategies to bring to the classroom.  
Teachers also celebrated Mass with over 8,000 participants from 
around the nation and were inspired by speakers, educators and 
performers from Chicago Catholic schools and around the nation. All 
were thankful for the opportunity to grow as learners in their practice 
and their faith. 

We continue to give thanks for the students, families, parishes and 
benefactors who contribute to the success and mission of our school.  
May God continue to bless you!

Sue Amble 
Principal, St. Patrick Elementary School

Principal
Sue Amble

St. Patrick Elementary 
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Aquinas Middle & High School 
As this year, comes to close I am happy to report the following 
Aquinas seniors, Claire Dolan, Giselle Fisher, Lexi Harwick, and Sam 
Orlan were honored at the Top 5% Banquet held by the La Crosse 
Area Chamber of Commerce this past April. These four all maintained 
a 4.0 GPA throughout high school and are the 2019 Senior Class 
Valedictorians. The 2019 Salutatorian is Angela Ellis. Congratulations 
to all of you for your perseverance and hard work.  

Lizzy Sutton and Giselle Fisher recently found out they are both 
National Merit Scholars!  Megan Scheidt received one of 16, girls, 
WIAA State Scholar Athlete Awards! Our music department continues 
to excel in solo and ensemble sending 70 instrumental and 21 vocal 
pieces to State.  Forensic students did well competing at state, thanks 
to Mr.Erickson and the team for representing us well. In addition, Mr. 
Wissing and the 2019 NHS Officers inducted several new members 
into NHS.  Dr. Perpich addressed the students and attendee’s with 
a message of striving for excellence without apologies!  We truly 
appreciate her insightful message and continued encouragement. 

Just after Easter several Aquinas Catholic School teachers and 
administrators attended the National Catholic Education Association 
Convention in Chicago.  Our conference started out with a beatiful 
mass where Cardinal Blase J. Cupich, Archbishop of Chicago 
presided along with local Bishops including the Archbishop of the 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee,  Jerome Listecki, former Bishop of La 
Crosse! 

An inspiring keynote speaker Ann Garrido, author of nine books, a 
veteran teacher, and now a professor, spoke on, “Embracing Grace 
in the 21st Century Church.”  Her message about the mission, grace, 
and vocation that keeps educators coming back to Catholic school’s 
kept 3000 plus teachers  intently listening for an hour and a half.  
Sessions we attended were diverse, since we tried not to attend the 
same sessions.  Sharing what we learned at dinner, led to some great 
discussions and planning. We boarded the bus and returned home 
with new ideas and fresh faith-filled outlooks to share. 

Principal
Denise Ring

Save The Date

Benefiting Tuition assistance at 
Aquinas Catholic schools
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This coming school year, Mr. Brueggen will be focusing his efforts in 
a familiar area but solely at St. Patrick’s Church, working in religious 
education program while continuing his passion for working with Youth 
Groups. We sincerely appreciate all of his religious leadership and 
years of working with AHS students.  Mrs. Gongaware will be moving 
back to be by her family in Ohio after 14 years of dedication in the 
office at Aquinas High School. At Aquinas Middle School, Mrs. Tierney 
has decided to move on to her next phase in life which surely includes 
spending more time with her husband and grandchildren in retirement. 
Her expertise and connection with students and staff, will be sorely 
missed.  We will miss all those who are moving on but especially want 
to thank those who have contributed to our schools for so many years. 

As another school year winds down, we are ever so thankful for your 
support and energy for the Aquinas Catholic Schools. 

Keep the faith!

Thank you for your support. 
Denise Ring
Principal, Aquinas Middle and High School

 

Associate Principal
Kevin Schreiner

Aquinas Middle & High School 

Save The Date

30TH ANNUAL

aQUINAS 
GOLF SCRAMBLE

July 20, 2019

Benefiting Tuition assistance at 
Aquinas Catholic schools

Hosted at:
The Golf Club at Cedar Creek

Onalaska, WI 
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Alumni Spotlight

Farmers need a planter that can get through a field 
as fast as possible while maintaining precise seed 
placement.

Exactly how Deere meets a particular customer need 
is a competitive secret, but the process isn’t.
“Our design group starts with an idea, or concept,” 
Venner says, “and the PV&V group is responsible for 
testing that concept.”

Customers are the ultimate judges of product quality, 
of course, but there are competing interests. For 
example, some customers might wish products would 
cost next to nothing and last forever. But at the same 
time, John Deere would like to make great products 
and enough profit to reward employees and investors, 
so Venner has to consider many audiences.

“Testers have to understand what the customers 
need,” she says, “not just today, but five years from 
today. Which functions are essential? What crops 
and conditions will they be running in? How will the 
machine be used in the field? How long will it be 
expected to last? Do our competitors have similar 
products and how do they compare?” And so on.
“We’re really taking input from the John Deere 
product designers, customer support representatives, 
marketing, and quality organizations to understand 
what the goals are,” Venner says. “We set those goals 
at the very beginning of a program, and then it’s our 
responsibility to test the products and report on where 
we are with respect to the goals.”

If a concept passes the early testing phases, then 
the product development team will build a prototype 
machine, and John Deere technicians and test 
engineers will put it through its paces in an actual 
work environment.

“At each stage, we’re removing the bugs and refining 
the concept,” Venner says. “For example, if we do 
find a problem — let’s say something breaks — the 
organization will identify what we call the ‘root cause 
of a failure.”

Patti (Nockels) Venner ‘90
John Deere Product Verification & Validation Manager

The headline, a 
famous quotation from 
the movie “Field of 
Dreams,” may be true 
for a baseball diamond 
set in a remote corner 
of Iowa.

But for agricultural 
tillage, planting, and 
spraying equipment, 
if you build it, they 
definitely will not come 
— unless you’ve tested 

and tested and tested that equipment first. And that’s 
where Patti Venner comes in.“In our line of work, it’s 
all about testing and making sure we deliver the best 
product possible to the customer,” says Venner, an 
18-year Deere veteran who is the company’s PV&V 
Manager for the Crop Care Platform.

Venner is standing at the edge of a large field near 
Cordova, Illinois, where she and her team have 
assembled for a test. The sound of a tractor pulling a 
prototype planter rumbles across the field. Whether 
she’s working here or with the other teams she 
manages around the globe, her chief goal is to ensure 
Deere’s core values of quality and innovation are 
evident in every machine the company produces.

“One of my favorite parts of the job is working with our 
customers,” Venner says. “By interacting directly with 
customers and our marketing groups, we can find 
out farmers’ pain points — the problems they need to 
overcome to be more efficient and profitable.”

For example, Venner explains, one of the big 
challenges facing farmers is a short planting window. 
To have the best results at harvest time, farmers 
must plant their crops at a specific time of year, which 
sometimes can be as brief as one week.

If you build it, they will come!
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We can say, ‘It failed, this is the reason it failed, and 
here are the different options for fixing it,’ so by the 
time we take it to our ‘cooperators,’ we know we’ve 
got a viable solution.”

Cooperators are farmers who have agreed to test 
experimental Deere products. They’re the test 
drivers, so to speak, who will use the new products 
on their own farms, in real production environments, 
and then report back to John Deere with criticisms, 
suggestions, and often even praise for the solution.

“The fact that we test our experimental equipment 
with our customers means we get direct feedback 
about it,” says Venner, who occasionally rides in the 
cab with a cooperator. “They feel very comfortable 
sharing their insights. The ride-along is a really 
great chance to see.”

Her education and experience definitely help when 
deciding how to test a solution. Successful testers 
possess a range of skills, but the chief one may 
be understanding how things work. Venner, whose 
degree is in mechanical engineering, understands. 
She even designed products before she started 
testing them.

“I was in design for about 13 years and also spent 
some time in quality,” she says. “I understand what 
it takes to develop and deliver a high-quality product 
to our customers.” Knowing how to design a product 
as well as how to test it has made Venner’s move 
into a full time PV&V role a natural step.

“I love the design side of things,” Venner says, “and 
I have really enjoyed the test side, too. My team 
and I are really passionate about developing tests 
that will stress a product and ensure that it’s good 
enough to bear the John Deere name.”

In testing, we’re all engineers, but we work with 
people from quality, marketing, manufacturing — a 
bunch of different areas. It’s really tough to take a 
concept and then refine and test and refine and test 
it all the way through to production. To me, it almost 
feels like college, where you’re in the same program 
with a group of students, and you all go through the 
same ups and downs, and that creates some bonds 
that can’t be broken. 

Over my career at Deere, I’ve worked with hundreds 
of people from different parts of the company, and 
we formed some very strong bonds along the way. 
We all go our separate ways once we’ve completed 
a project, but we’re still very close. That’s been a 
great part of the experience for me at Deere.

Venner says that the most affordable way to test new 
product concepts is with the help of computer-generated 
modeling software. The increasingly sophisticated 
software can run rigorous analysis on our concepts, she 
notes, without running up huge costs by building physical 
machines. If the available tools don’t give Venner what 
she needs to test a concept, she looks for something new.

That can mean going outside her immediate Crop 
Care organization to see what the other John Deere 
product lines are using. Venner may even go outside 
the company — to the automotive industry, for example 
— to benchmark a certain technology. She is constantly 
searching for the most efficient way to test things.

Venner plays an important role in a process that takes 
an idea, tests it, refines it, and eventually puts it into 
production. This can turn an ordinary drive through the 
country into a real-life display of her career highlights.”

Patti grew up in La Crosse and graduated from Aquinas High 
School in ’94.  She received her Mechanical Engineering degree 
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and has worked in 
quality, test and design at John Deere for 19 years.  

Patti says, “During my senior year at Aquinas, I started physics 
classes and that’s when math and science really started to 
interest me. Mr. Dondlinger was my teacher at the time. He really 
encouraged and challenged me which gave me the confidence 
to try a STEM related field in college. My guidance counselor 
(my Dad), brought up the idea of pursuing an engineering degree 
which was one of the best decisions I’ve made. I have had an 
opportunity to travel and meet customers all over the globe and 
am proud of the products that John Deere produces which help 
feed and pave the world.”

The John Deer Journal.Moline IL. Copyright 2018 All rights reserved 
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Alumni 

Since leaving Aquinas and La Crosse, David has not allowed any moss to grow under his feet.  His tenth book 
(written with his longtime coauthor, Ron Collins) has just been published by Rowman and Littlefield. The People v. 
Ferlinghetti: The Fight to Publish Allen Ginsburg’s HOWL tells the amazing story about a revolutionary poem (HOWL), 
a rebellious poet (Ginsburg), and a courageous book publisher and seller (Ferlinghetti) who was not intimidated by 
governmental officials who prosecuted him for obscenity. Ferlinghetti defended freedom of the press, and his trial 
victory made poetry one of America’s freest free-speech zones.

After graduating from Aquinas, David went to the East Coast for his education – David attended Princeton for his 
college degree and Yale for his law school credentials.  Thereafter, he migrated across the country to the West Coast 
with his career aspirations – first in San Francisco to study and sing opera, and then in Seattle to teach law.  For the 
past 37 years, he has been a professor of constitutional law at Seattle University Law School and during those same 
years, he became a scholar writing of many articles and books.  He addresses a spectrum of topics from free speech 
in our popular culture to the meaning of dissent in modern America, Machiavellian lessons for judges, constitutional 
protections for robotic speech, and to the obscenity prosecutions of major Beat figures (including Lenny Bruce and 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti). 

Singing has not been abandoned, however.  When not teaching, writing, or lecturing, David often appears on the 
musical theater stage and in cabaret shows in the Seattle region. 

David Skover
Class of ‘70

Spotlight

A few last words by  
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Spotlight

A few last words by  
When I was asked to write something about my years as a teacher and school counselor at 
Aquinas Catholic Schools, I decided that I didn’t want it to sound like a list of things that you 
might read in an obituary. However, I will say that I began as an intern teacher at Cathedral 
Elementary School in the fall of 1975, and I’ve come full circle by ending my career as a 
school counselor at Cathedral Elementary School and Blessed Sacrament School, and 
have had many other stops along the way.

When a person sees what she does as a vocation and enjoys the day to day opportunities 
to share her faith and knowledge with colleagues, students, and families, the years go by 
very quickly, and soon she realizes that she has spent almost 40 years there.  Spending so 
much time in our Catholic schools has boiled down to loving children, loving the Catholic 

faith, and being on a mission with others to help young people develop into the persons that God has created them 
to be.  Where else could I have said, “Do you suppose Jesus ever had trouble learning how to read?” or “Remember 
when Jesus’ friend Lazarus died, and he was so sad that he cried? It’s okay to cry when you’re sad.” or “Remember 
what Father said today about David taking on that bully named Goliath, and how Father had to stand up to a bully 
when he was  kid?  Well, God will give you the strength to do what you need to do.  You just have to ask him and 
then do it.”  I like the fact that I have been able to use scripture and talk about Jesus to our students in ways that help 
them relate personally to Jesus.

It has been a blessing to know that our Catholic schools focus on virtues, rooted in Christ, rather than values, which 
can be rooted in just about anything, and that we believe that parents are our students’ first teachers. I have been 
able to assist parents in Teaching the Way of Love (the diocesan human sexuality program), rather than imposing 
sex education that contradicts Christian beliefs. It has been a thrill to have students make their first confession and 
receive their first Holy Communion. We all have been able to receive the body and blood of Jesus at least twice 
a week, once with our families on Sunday and once during the week with our school family. I’m convinced that no 
public school has this kind of nutrition on the menu!

It has been amazing to teach among such qualified and dedicated professionals and to see how Aquinas Catholic 
Schools has grown and developed to meet the needs of so many different learners. Working side by side with 
students, parents and educators has been most rewarding, as we have striven to provide services that meet our 
students where they are, move them toward reaching goals that help them become successful learners, and 
empower them to use their gifts and talents for love of God and others.

A few years ago, one of my principals asked us to write a statement about what is at the heart of our lives as an 
educator.  I will end with that statement.

Jesus Christ is at the heart of my life as an educator.

As the master teacher, He is my mentor and guide.

With Jesus, Mary, and the saints as role models, I stand for treating 
each student with dignity and helping each student reach his or her 

God given potential one day at a time.

I hope that my legacy as an educator will be, 
“She loved as Jesus loves.”

Mrs. Mari Erickson!
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Because of you, the 2018 Gold 
Gala was a huge success!
When the Aquinas Family comes together, special things happen!

The Aquinas Gold Gala was held on November 3, 2018.  This was the 4th Gold Gala hosted 
by the Aquinas Catholic Schools Foundation, and the most successful one yet. The Aquinas 

Family rose to the occasion once again, yielding more than $97,000 in support of our 
students! 

We want to thank our Gold Gala committee members, those who attended the gala and the 
countless other Aquinas Family supporters of this event!   Because of the hard work and 

generous contributions of many, our commitment to advance the technology available to staff 
and students at Aquinas Catholic Schools  continues to be a success.   A special thank you 
to Nancy Flottmeyer (Weddings by Nancy/Class of 87’) for sharing her amazing talent and 

commitment to this event.  

Keep an eye out next fall for the 
“Save the Date” 

for Gold Gala 2020!
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The addition of the Green & Gold Raffle 
sponsored by Ron & Elisa Houser and the 
Hansen Family, the live auction, and the 

Fund-A-Need were large contributors 
to the success of the 2018 Gold Gala.  

Congratulations to Kristine Gerke (Class of ‘88), 
the winner of the raffle, who is pictured here 
with friends and family who joined her on the 

trip to Green Bay.

Because of their generosity and the support 
of all those who purchased raffle tickets, 

$15,000 was generated in support of the 1:1 
Chromebook initiative and technology program 

at Aquinas Catholic Schools.

Live Auction
Green & Gold Raffle 
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Class of 1947 
Monthly Breakfasts: Meet on the 2nd Monday of the month at 
8:00 AM! The La Crosse Family Restaurant, 2120 Rose State.

Class of 1954
Monthly Breakfasts: The class of 1954 will be having breakfast 
the first Saturday of each month at 9:00 a.m. at King Street 
Kitchen, 7th & King Street, Downtown La Crosse. Contact: 
Donna (Zellmer) Puent (608) 788-4137.

Class of 1955 
Quarterly breakfast will meet the 2nd Wednesday of the 
following months: February, May, August, and November at 
Perkins on Hwy 16 at 9:00 AM. For questions please contact 
Grace Binner Smith at gracesmi80@gmail.com.

Class of 1957
Monthly Breakfasts: Meets the 2nd Monday of every other 
month: December, February, April, June,  August, October, 
at King Street Kitchen (141 7th St. S.) at 9:00 AM Contact: 
Charlotte (Farrel) Baier (608) 781-7395 or James Schams 
(608) 784-3316.

Monthly Meetings: The 4th Tuesday of the month at various 
restaurants. Call Kay (Banasik) Johnson at
(608) 786-3383 to get on the email list.

Class of 1960

Class of 1961
Meets the 1st Friday of the month at Ardie’s on Lang Drive at 
11:30 AM Contact: Mary Gokey,momladygokey@gmail.com or 
(715) 423-8073.

Class of 1964
Meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month. For location please 
contact Sue King, smask_suzanne@aol.com or Joann Lafluer, 
608-779-935. 

Class of 1975
Meets the first day of each month at Schmidty’s 
Restaurant for lunch at 12:00 p.m Contact: John Dvorak 
at (608) 526-6090.

Class of 1969 - Reunion
Class of ‘69 will have their 50th class reunion August 2nd and 3rd. Meet August 2nd at 4:00 PM at Aquinas High School for a 
tour and join us August 3rd for dinner at 6:00 PM at the Freighthouse at 6:00 PM. Please contact Joan Weissenberger at 
mikejo142@charter.net for all the the details. 

Class of 1952 - Reunion
Class of ‘52 will have their 67th class reunion October 5, 2019 at Schmidty’s Restaurant, cocktails 1:00 PM and lunch at 1:30 
PM. RSVP - Teresa Herberlein at (715) 284-5367 or email GGGranny34@gmail.com

Class of 1954  - Reunion
Class of ‘54 will have their 65th class reunion July 12th & July 13th, 2019. Meet & greet is July 12th at  Bluffside Tavern. 
Cocktails and dinner are at the Freighthouse on July 13th. For questions or to RSVP, contact Helen (Pavela) Flynn
(608) 788-6675 or Don Flynn (608) 797-8826.

Reunions & Monthly NEWS

Friends of Aquinas 
Class of 1989 - Reunion
Class of ‘89 will have their 30th class reunion August 16th at the Eagles Nest at 5:00 PM and dinner will August 17th at 
the Waterfront (TBD). For questions please contact Kim Low & Kelley Bahr at Aquinasclassof1989@gmail.com. For more 
details on the Aquinas Class ‘89 please visit our Facebook page. 

Class of 1999 - Reunion
Class of ‘99 will have their 20th reunion June 21st happy hour (TBD). June 22nd there will be a family picnic (TBD) and 
soical hour at Old Crow 5:00 PM. For more information contact Justin Gillette (612) 518-6007 or email 
aquinasclassof99@gmail.com. For more details visit bit.ly/AHSclassof99.

Class of 2009 - attention classmates
The class of 2009 is looking for help planning our 10th reunion. If you would like to help, please contact Brad Reinhart at 
the Aquinas Development Office (brad.reinhart@aquinasschools.org).

Class of 1959 - Reunion
Class of ‘59 will have their 60th class reunion October 4, 2019. Dinner will be at the Freighthouse at 5:00 PM. For 
questions please contact Kay Schneider. 

Class of 1979 - Reunion
Class of ‘79 will have their 40th class reunion July 19th and July 20th. Meet July 19th at Earls (TBD). July 20th dinner will be at 
Piggys (TBD). For more details visit our class website aquinas79.com. 
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Our Recently Deceased

Meets the first day of each month at Schmidty’s 
Restaurant for lunch at 12:00 p.m Contact: John Dvorak 
at (608) 526-6090.

Reunions & Monthly NEWS
They That Wait Upon The Lord, Shall Renew Their Strength, They Shall Mount Up With Wings of 
Eagles, They Shall Run and Not Be Weary Walk Faint. Isaiah 40:31

1942
Joan (Dugan) Becker 

1947 
Robert Larkin
James Preeshl
Robert Larkin  

1939
Marie (Kreibirch) Hoch  

1945
Virginia (Clark) Anthony 
Marie (Giblin) Brzowsky

1944
Rosemary (Wurm) Smith

 

1948
Myrtle (Stoltz) Craig

Robert Meyer 
Llyod Wuensch

Beverly (Hohfeld) Johnson

1946
Marion (Regnier) Egan

Kenneth Hess
Ruth (McGaughey) Becker
Therese(Murphy) Johnson

1943
Robert Boeham

1951
Donald Gilbert

Arlene May (Hohefeld) 
Kallenbach

1949
James Grenisen

1952
John Dolezel

Kenneth Kavanaugh
Rev. Thomas Smith
Mary (Dresen) Sollar

1950
Kathleen (Dwyer) Arneson

Janet (Fiebig) Gundlach
Bernadine (Bott) Kelly

Lavonne (Mettille) Mindrum
Carol (Cilley) Bina 

1955
Theodore Banasik

Ervin Janisch
Ned Lathrop

James Schauls
Diane Walters

1953
Arsith (Holzer) Lezpona
Colleen (Shaw) Roberts

1959
Kathryn (Rand) Jack

1954
John Bechen

Corrine (Wiggert) Coughlin
Caroline (Dwyer) Martin

John Bechen 

Friends of Aquinas 
Kenneth Kammel, Wiliam Langen, Evelyn Miller, Carmen Myers, Patricia Norskog-Hilbe, Ann Marie Pint
James Roop, Alvina Wera, Dorothy Sieger, and Robert Strittmater.

1960
Judy (Petersen) Hafner

1967
John “Jack” Niedfeldt
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Alumni Anecdotes

The Aquinas Foundation, with the help of Kathryn Keppel & 
Gimbel, Reilly, Guerin, and Brown ,hosted an event at the 
Wisconsin Club in downtown Milwaukee on March 28th.
We look forward to sharing the same experince with the 

Twin Cities Blugolds this fall.

Milwaukee Area Alumni Social 

Hey, Alumni!
Do you have exciting news? We want to know! Send your updates to 

Brad.Reinhart@aquinasschools.org to be featured in the future issues of the Aquinas Report.

Elise Amel class of ‘85, professor of psychology, 
has received the John Ireland Presidential Award for 
Outstanding Achievement as a Teacher-Scholar at 

the University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, MN. She was 
also named a Fellow of the American Psychological 

Association for unique, outstanding and national 
contributions to the field.
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33

You’re never too young to show your Blugold 
school spirit! Are you the parent or grandparent 
of Blugold? Show off your pride with one of our 

new baby bibs! They are available for $10.00 
each. Please send your requests to: 

Chandra.Frydenlund@aquinasschools.org 

Coach Tom Lee (‘90) got to hang out with Aquinas Catholic 
Schools grad and current Badger football trainer 

Kyle Gibson (‘04) during a recent WFCA coaches clinic in Madison.

Albert Flottmeyer class of ‘18 who plays rugby for 
Milwaukee Club Team ran into fellow graduate Nick 

Cambio class of ‘18 at a rugby tournament. Nick plays for 
a Minnesota Club Team.

Former Blugolds Sean Dee (‘17) and Alex Dee (‘15) play for 
Division 1 at the University of Illinois-Chicago  . They are 

pictured after a recent game at Texas A&M with their uncle 
& UIC Head Coach Mike Dee (‘76), their dad Bill (‘77), and 

their grandfather Dick.

Rudy Rott class of ‘15 is having another big season for 
the Division I Ohio University baseball team. Rott, a 

senior first baseman was named MAC Conference Play of 
the year for the second consecutive year.
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YOUR GIFT YOUR GOAL HOW IT WORKS YOUR BENEFITS

Bequest

• Maintain control of your assets 
during life

• Make a gift to charity at  
your death

• You designate our organization as the 
beneficiary of your asset by will, trust 
or other instrument.  

• Estate tax charitable deduction
• Life use and ownership of your 

property

Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA)

• Receive fixed payments  
for life

• Avoid capital gains tax on the sale 
of your appreciated property 

• Enjoy the benefit of tax savings 
from a charitable deduction

• You transfer your cash or appreciated 
property to our organization in 
exchange for our promise to make 
fixed payments (with rates based on 
your age) for the rest of your life. 

• Charitable tax deduction
• Fixed payments for life
• Partial bypass of capital gain
• Possible tax-free payments

Charitable Remainder
Trust (CRT)

• Transfer your appreciated property 
without paying capital gains tax

•  Enjoy regular income for life or a 
term of years 

• Receive the benefit of tax savings 
from a charitable deduction

You transfer your cash or appreciated 
property to fund a charitable trust. The 
trust sells  
your property tax-free and provides you 
with income for life or a term of years.

• Charitable tax deduction
• Income for life or a term  

of years
• Possible income growth  

over time
• Avoidance of capital gains tax

Charitable Lead
Trust (CLT)

• Give cash or property to your 
family in the future 

•  Avoid substantial gift or  
estate tax

You transfer your cash or property to 
fund a lead trust that makes a gift to 
us for a number of years. You receive 
a charitable deduction for the gift. 
Your family receives the remainder at 
substantial tax savings.

• Gift or estate tax deduction
• Asset and appreciation passes  

to family at a reduced cost

Life Estate Reserved 

• Remain in your home  
for life

•  Receive a charitable income tax 
deduction

You give your property to our 
organization but retain the right to use 
the property during your life.

• Charitable tax deduction
• Lifetime use of property

Bargain Sale
•  Transfer your property  

and receive cash or debt  
relief without paying substantial 
taxes 

We purchase your property for less 
than fair market value. You receive the 
cash and a charitable deduction for the 
difference between the market value and 
purchase price.

• Cash from sale
• Charitable tax deduction
• Partial bypass of capital gain

Understanding 
Planned Giving

Planned Giving Overview
The goal of planned giving is to help you plan your estate and charitable giving in a way that benefits you, your family and 
charity. There are several ways you can make these planned gifts to charity and enjoy tax and income benefits. If you have 
questions, please contact us. We look forward to helping you.

315 South 11th Street
La Crosse, WI 54601

(608) 784-0707
Brad.Reinhart@aquinasschools.org
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St. Thomas 
Aquinas Society of 

Planned Gifts

In appreciation of those generous donors whose legacy will live on through their 
planned gifts to the Aquinas Catholic Schools Foundation, which help to ensure 

current and future generations of excellence at Aquinas Catholic Schools.

Marcella (Cleary ‘41) Amundson
Frances M. Balduzzi

James F. Boschert ‘49
Marvin & Ruth (Troyanek ‘39) Bassler

John Bissen ‘36
Richard Carter 
Vernon F. Dale

Frank Daley
Dr. Robert & Carol Edland

Ruth M. Gallagher
Lorraine F. Gay

Eleanor Hackner
Marian Hammes ‘34

John B. Janis
Lorraine F. Johnson
James L. Kiffe ‘42

Agnes (Ott ‘35) Kimpel
Robert H. Klein ‘37

Celia Koll
Joseph E. Kratt
John G. LaFluer

John H. Leisgang
Earl G. Lowe

Virginia (McCann ‘41) Lukas
Dorothy (Roesler ‘36) Manske

James Maney ‘39

Patricia McCabe (‘52)
Kenneth McQuillen 
Norman L. Meir ‘38

Marie Meyer
Erma May (Thimmesch ‘40) Mosser

Joseph G. Nekola ‘35
Richard G. Nekola

Ione R. Olson
Janet A. Olson

Francis D. Papenfuss ‘59
Bishop John Paul ‘35
Constance Picazo ‘53

Edward W. & Ella J. Poehling
Cody Rickaway ‘07

Lois Riepel ‘52
Mary Roudebush

William E. Scanlon ‘46
Leo Schneider

Mary A. Sexauer
Elvena W. (Barry ‘34) Slattery

Stephen R. Stilp
Jospeh Sweeney

William F. Wagner ‘57
Cleo Weber
Harry Woods

To learn more about how you can donate and join the 
St. Thomas Aquinas Society for Legacy & Planned Gifts, 

please visit aquinasschools.giftlegacy.com
or contact Brad Reinhart at

(608) 784-0707
Brad.Reinhart@aquinasschools.org
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2019 Founders’ Day 
Celebration!

Tim is the son of Aquinas graduates 
Patrick J. and Patricia M. Murphy 
(Larkin), both from the class of 1946.  
He is the second oldest of 8 children 
and the brother of Kathy (’71), 
Sheila (’73), Ellen (’75), Jeff (’78- 
deceased), Sue (’79), Mary (’81), and 
Jane (’84).  Tim attended Crucifixion 
Grade School in La Crescent, MN 
(1960-1964), Blessed Sacrament 
Grade School (1964-1968) and 
graduated from Aquinas High School 

in 1972.  He earned a business degree from the University of 
Wisconsin-Eau Claire in 1976.  He completed executive studies at 
the University of North Carolina’s Flagler School of Business  and 
leadership studies at Texas A&M University. 

Tim and his wife Myrna have been married for 38 years. They are 
the proud parents of two children, Kyle (Marquette University) and 
Megan (Purdue University).  Kyle and his wife Emily live in Bel Air, 
MD. Megan and her husband David reside in Downers Grove, IL.  

Tim began his career in 1977 moving from La Crosse to the 
southeast US (GA, NC, SC)  working for Hawker Siddeley 
Canada, Blount Inc., and Pioneer Machinery.  For the next 23 
years he served in various sales management roles resulting in 
experiences and ventures to all four corners of the world.  He 
was recruited back to Wisconsin (Eau Claire) in 2000 by John 
Deere to manage the MW operations of Nortrax, Inc.,  a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Deere and Co.  During this time Tim served 
as guest lecturer at his alma mater UW-Eau Claire delivering his 
“Ten Leadership Lessons from the Real World” presentation twice 
every semester to the UWEC School of Business.  

He also served as Director and Executive Committee member of 
the Forest Resources Association, speaker and contributor for the 
Association of Equipment Distributors Leadership Forum and as a 
Director and Executive Committee member of the Wisconsin State 
Golf Association.   In 2013, Tim was promoted to President and 
CEO of Nortrax and moved to the Tampa, FL based home office, 
overseeing the company’s 1500 employees and 56 locations 
across the US and Canada.  Tim retired from John Deere in 
February of 2019 and now resides in Sarasota, FL.

The Murphy family has established the Patricia M. Murphy 
Excellence in Nursing Scholarship for the past 11 years providing 
scholarship assistance to Aquinas graduates pursuing continued 
education in the field of nursing.  

 That endowment has now been merged with additional funds to 
support the Patrick J. and Patricia M. Murphy Family Scholarship, 
providing tuition assistance for current and future Aquinas 
students.

Tim and Myrna are members of St. Patrick Parish in Sarasota, FL 
where they both have committed  time to Resurrection House, a 
mission to assist the homeless in the Sarasota area. Tim served 
as a host and sponsor for the Honor Flight program, escorting 
WWII veterans back to Washington, DC memorials.  In his spare 
time, Tim continues his passion for golf, honed in the early days 
as a member of the Blugold golf team.  He competes regularly in 
state and national amateur events through the Florida State Golf 
Association and the Southern Seniors Golf Association.  He has 
served as a rules official in many statewide events, including the 
WIAA State Golf Championships and is recognized by the USGA 
as having achieved “expert” status as a rules official.

Barb and Jim Murphy both started 
their lifelong love for Catholic 
education at early ages.  Barb 
attended grade school at Saint 
Sebastian school in Milwaukee.   
She then went on to Mercy High 
School in Milwaukee.   Mercy 
was an all girls Catholic high 
school that closed in 1973.   Her 
Catholic education continued 
when she attended nursing school 

at St.Agnes Hospital in Fond du lac.  The nursing school later 
became Marian College.   Her first nursing job brought her back to 
Milwaukee at County General Hospital.

Jim went to Catholic elementary school at Sacred Heart 
Academy and high school at Shanley High School in Fargo North 
Dakota. From there he went to Notre Dame University to do his 
undergraduate studies.  He enlisted in the Air Force and ultimately 
received his MD from Maryland Medical College. 

He chose to do his residency at Milwaukee County General 
Hospital where he fell in love with a beautiful young nurse - Barbara 
Lofy. They married in Milwaukee in 1956.  Ten days later Jim began 
servicing his military obligation in Japan.  The young doctor and his 
new wife spent 18 years in Japan where Dr. Jim worked at a US Air 
Force base. 

 

Tim Murphy ‘72
Bishop John Paul Award

Mrs. Barbara & Dr. James Murphy
St. Thomas Aquinas Award
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Celebration!

The first of 11 children -Steve-was born in Japan.   Shortly 
thereafter they returned to Milwaukee where Jim completed his 
surgical residency, and they grew their family with four more 
babies.  They decided to start Jim’s practice in La Crosse because 
of the location between Milwaukee and Fargo and also because 
they fell in love with the beauty of the city.   Dr.Jim established a 
30-year surgery practice in La Crosse working out of St. Francis 
hospital.  Jim and the family loved the Franciscan Sisters.  Jim 
along with a few other local doctors founded La Crosse Clinic 
a few blocks away from Aquinas.  When the kids were all old 
enough, Barb resumed her nursing career at the clinic.

The Murphy kids were a constant at Aquinas until 1990 when 
the youngest -Dan-graduated.    All 11 of the kids were enriched 
by their Aquinas education.  Along with excelling in school, the 
Murphy kids were active in sports, theater, student government, 
and the music programs.

Barb and Jim are so grateful for the Aquinas teachers and 
coaches that molded the lives of their children.   They like to say 
that they gave Aquinas boys and girls, and Aquinas gave them 
back young men and women.   Aquinas and St. Thomas More 
School provided the values-based foundation for each of the 
11 children.   Barb is proud of each of them for becoming loving 
family members and successful in their chosen careers and 
passions.  

Dr. Jim passed away way too young in 2004.  He loved going to 
Aquinas events when his schedule permitted.   Many in La Crosse 
have memories of Dr. Jim on the sidelines of the football games 
at Memorial field in case he was needed. To this day Barb loves 
following the Aquinas sports teams.   She is excited when the 
teams make it to State so she can watch them on television.   She 
is as passionate about the mission of Aquinas Catholic Schools 
now as she was when she was putting 11 children through the 
school.  She is proud to have 4 grandchildren.

Joe Gaspard was born in 
Caledonia, Minnesota.  He attended 
Catholic Central Grade School 
for 4 years and then St. Mary’s 
Grade School.  He graduated 
from Loretto High School in 1968.  
Following high school, he attended 
UW-LaCrosse (La Crosse State 
University) from 1968-1973.  He 
started his college career in history 
but ended up with a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Biology and Physical 

Education.  Several years later, after classes at UW-L and 
Cardinal Strich, he also received a degree in General Science. 

Cathedral Grade School was Joe’s first teaching experience. He 
taught science, reading, spelling, and religion from 1973-1979.  He 
also coached football, basketball, and baseball while at Cathedral.  

After teaching middle school for 6 years it was time for a change.  
Joe began teaching at Aquinas High School in the fall of 1979 and 
continued teaching until retirement in the spring of 2015.  Aquinas 
High School was his second home and it was a pleasure to work with 
great teachers and students every day. Joe taught physical science 
and biology to ninth and tenth graders and team taught Chemistry a 
few years. One of his favorite classes was Environmental Science 
which he taught to 11th and 12th graders his last 3 years.

Joe was very involved in athletics while at Aquinas.  He coached 
JV boys basketball (10 years), head girls basketball coach (15 
years) (2 State Championships),  JV baseball coach (12 years), 
head girls softball (3 years), was the head boys golf (21 years) (1 
State Championship) and head girls golf coach (4 years). He also 
mentored the Aquinas Bass fishing team (3 years) and won 1 State 
Championship. Joe was proud of their athletic achievements and 
how this carried over to their performances in the classroom and 
continued later into their successes in life. 
     
Joe and Cyndy have three children, all graduates of Aquinas. Julie 
Cavender (Paul) lives in Lakewood, Colorado and is a web services 
librarian. They have a five year old son, Colin.  Ryan (Carolina) lives 
in Alexandria, Virginia and is the head brewer at Caboose Brewery.  
Katie Johnson (Isaac) lives in Denver, Colorado and is an ICU nurse 
at St. Anthony’s Hospital. All are college graduates that can attest to 
a strong educational background at Aquinas High School.

Joe Gaspard started out a Blujay at Caledonia Loretto and became a 
Blugold at La Crosse Aquinas. He found a home at Aquinas, a sense 
of pride and tradition. He put his passion for teaching and coaching 
into a community of dedicated teachers, parents and students for 
36 years. The many friendships that were made in the Aquinas 
community will always be remembered and treasured forever. It was 
a privilege to teach, mentor, and coach the youth that filled the halls 
of Aquinas High School. Blugold memories last forever!

Mr. Joe Gaspard
St. Francis Staff Award We also would like to recognize Aquinas seniors,  Sam 

Orlan, Claire Dolan ,Lexi Harwick,and Giselle Fisher who 
maintained a 4.0 GPA throughout high school and are 

the 2019 Senior Class Valedictorians..
 Each of the students did an excellent job talking about 
their experineces and history with the Aquinas Family. 
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Girls Golf

Blugold
Fall Sports

The 2018 girls golf season was a success. We welcomed four new golfers, Payton Kudron 
(10), Rachel Mertes (10), Molly Merfeld (10) and Mary Riley (9) to the program who were 
lead by two seniors Annie Balduzzi and Carolyn Swift. Each player made great strides 
to improve in all facets of the game. As the year progressed, Annie Balduzzi pulled 
away from several conference challengers, earned MVC golfer of the year and later an 
Edgewood sectional medalist, and made an impressive run at the state tournament hosted 
at University Ridge golf course. Annie was the leader throughout day one and battled her 
way to a runner-up finish after the 2-day tournament. Annie will continue golfing at the 
University of Sioux Falls and pursue her academic studies. We wish the best of luck to two 
great seniors, Annie Balduzzi and Carolyn Swift!

Volleyball 
The Varsity Volleyball team continued its tradition of success as it rolled through the 
2018 season.  Our mindset of success came from the leadership and dedication to the 
team from our seniors: Ava Curti, Claire Dolan, Allyson Grossbach, Libby Hlavacka, Ava 
McLain, Cecilia Miskowski, and Megan Scheidt.  This is a special group of wonderful 
young women, and we wish them the best as they move to the next stage in life!

We ended this year with a 30-4 overall record and 11-1 in conference play.  This team 
was Conference Champions and Regional Champions.  They earned First Place in 
the Silver Division at the Friendship Tournament in the Dells, First Place overall at the 
Aquinas Invite and First Place overall at the Diocesan Invitational.  Our season came to 
an end at the Section Final, losing to Grantsburg.

With team success, comes individual recognition.  In our conference, Lexi Donarski 
and Courtney Becker received 1st Team honors.  Megan Scheidt received 2nd Team 
honors.  Taylor Theusch and Natalie Warren received Honorable Mention honors and 
Libby Hlavacka received the Sportsmanship Award.  Lexi Donarski was awarded the 
Conference Player of the Year, as well as the La Crosse Tribune Player of the Year.  
Lexi Donarski and Courtney Becker also received All-State honors, receiving 1st Team 
and Honorable mention honors respectively.  

The recognition that I am most proud to report is the All-State Academic Honors.  
Students must have played at the varsity level and maintain a 3.50 GPA or higher 
during first semester to qualify.  Congratulations to Claire Dolan, Allyson Grossbach, 
Libby Hlavacka, Ava McLain, Cecilia MIskowski, Megan Scheidt, Kayla Bahr, Courtney 
Becker, Lexi Donarski, Taylor Theusch, Victoria Nolte, Natalie Warren and Jacy 
Weisbrod for their All- State Academic Honors!
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Cross Country - 2019 STATE  CHAMPIONS 
The Aquinas Boys Team earned a superlative that will be difficult to ever equal, 
much less surpass: greatest of all time. Other Aquinas teams have won conference 
(in 2006), sectionals (ten times between 2006-2016) and state (2007) but no 
other team won all three championships in one year and then added another 
championship never won before: JV Conference. Two seniors lead the way, Ethan 
Gregg, who capped his career with a 7th place finish at State in his fastest time 
ever and Peter Glodosky, who would consistently run 2nd or 3rd on the team all 
season. Andrew Skemp would be a consistent third man with the remaining top 7 
positions filled by Mitch Ellis, Zachary DeGroot, Ethan Nott, Teddy Uehling, and 
Ryan Conzemius. Individually, Ethan Gregg, Peter Glodosky and Andrew Skemp 
would earn first team all-conference honors, with Mitch Ellis earning second team 
all-conference honors. The JV runners, mostly freshmen, would make history 
by becoming Aquinas’ first team ever to win JV conference in the 22 years that 
Aquinas has been in the conference. In 7 of those 22 years, Aquinas could not 
even field a JV team. Ryan Conzemius and Alec Taylor would lead the JV team at 
conference with first and second place finishes, followed by Nick Drye (7th), Ben 
Swift (11th), Mike Stupi (14th), Martin Logue and Edward Hale (21st).
 
Sophomore Karlie Meyer lead the Lady Blugolds in all 10 of the 2018 season’s 
meets, earned 2nd team All-Conference honors and qualified for the State meet, 
where she would place 87th in a field of 152. Seniors Katie Joslyn and Angela 
Ellis would alternate in 2nd position for the team. Senior Shelby Thicke, recovering 
from knee surgery, would be a consistent 4th.  The remainder of the squad would 
be completed by the Gyllander twins, Grace and Lilly, and Maddie Belland. A 
valiant effort to extend the season at Sectionals, requiring finishing in the top 2 
teams (of 22), would fall short with a 5th place finish.

Girls Swimming
The girls OHA swim team went 4-3 in dual meets this season, and also took 3rd at 
the Chippewa Falls Chi-High Invite and Eau Claire North Husky Invite.  The team 
took 1st place in our first ever conference meet against Sparta/Tomah and La 
Crosse/West Salem.  This season we had two girls representing Aquinas.  First, 
we had Brittany Weber, a sophomore and distance swimmer on the team.  Brittany 
showed a lot of improvement coming into her second season.  Brittany earned 
herself a spot on the sectional team this season, swimming in the 200 freestyle.  
She was also voted by her teammates to receive the Aquinas Award and also 
earned a varsity letter for the season.  Second we have Claire Hale, a senior on 
the team and one of our captains.  Claire received first team all-conference in the 
50 yard freestyle and 200 yard freestyle relay, and second team all-conference in 
the 100 yard backstroke and 200 yard medley relay.  She also received co-athlete 
of the year in the conference.”     

Girls Tennis
The Aquinas Girls Tennis Team had a productive season with an overall record of 
16-8. With a green group of athletes, as many of the seniors had just picked up a 
racket for the first time at the beginning of the season, we managed to get 4 girls 
into individual state: Giselle Fisher and Fiona O’Flaherty in singles, and Maggie 
Burgmeier and Grace Smith in doubles. With most of the team showing their 
support in Madison and emotions running high, Giselle and Fiona managed to win 
their first matches and proceed to the 2nd round of state competition--further than 
an Aquinas Girls Tennis player has competed in quite a while. 
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Football
The 2018 football season was all about growth. Not all effort leads to immediate results, 
but our players improved by putting in the work and are undoubtedly better both on and 
off the playing field.  The season resulted in a 2-7 record, as frustrating as that was, it 
was also incredible to see the selflessness of our players as they continually gave great 
effort in the weight room, on the practice field, in the classroom and as they served the 
community.  

A few highlights of the 2018 season include the team attending Camp Douglass for the 
Wisconsin National Guard Leadership Development Course during the summer leading 
up to the season.  We won the “+1 Challenge” from the Green Bay Packers as the high 
school football team with the largest percentage increase in roster size in the state of 
Wisconsin.  As a result of this, we had three players get to compete in a game on the 
turf of Lambeau Field at halftime of the Monday Night Football opening game against 
the Chicago Bears.  The team was also awarded a $1000 grant from the Packers.  The 
increase in our roster allowed us the opportunity to field a JV football team for the first 
time in 5 seasons.  During the season, our players organized a Miracle Minute to help 
raise money for Aquinas student Caleb Nagel and his family as he battles a serious 
health issue.  The Blugold football players were also amazing in their volunteer efforts 
for the Glow in the Deke fundraiser, which helps support the La Crosse Area Boys and 
Girls Club as well as the Hope Lives Cancer Foundation.

Some of our Blugold players received post-season recognition.  Brandon Merfeld 
was awarded 2nd Team All-Mississippi Valley Conference as a receiver and was also 
acknowledged as an honorable mention receiver on the All-La Crosse Tribune team.  
Noah DeGroot earned MVC honorable mention as an offensive lineman, and Jacob 
Savoldelli was recognized as the MVC Sportsmanship Award winner from Aquinas.  
Bryce Lee earned 1st Team All-MVC as both an offensive and defensive lineman.  
The La Crosse Tribune named Bryce to the 1st team as a defensive lineman, and 
the Wisconsin Football Coaches Association selected Bryce as a member of the All-
Region Team.  Bryce will compete in the WFCA All-Star Game for the Small School 
North Team, and Coach Lee will serve as an assistant coach for the game which is held 
in Oshkosh in July of 2019.

Boys Soccer
This year’s team was young but, enthusiastic their overall record was 4-17 and 0-12 in 
the conference. Even though they were inexperienced, they did win their first regional 
playoff game by a score of 8-0. The team was led by senior, captain, and First Team all 
MVC-Conference player Evan Weber.  Of the 22 goals the team scored this year, Evan 
scored 12 goals and had 5 assists.  Seniors Matt Jankowski and Robert Uehling were 
named Honorable Mention All-Conference, and Freshman, Rylan Schneider was named 
to the All-Conference Sportsmanship team. 
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The dance team placed 1st in both their Pom and Jazz routines at their conference 
competition. They received the award for best choreography for their Pom routine 
and received 1st place over all the divisions. At Regionals the dance team placed 
1st in D5 Pom and 2nd in D3 Jazz. All three seniors, Sydney Skemp, Katie Wanders, 
and Brooke Langen, made it to the finals for all-state for the solos they individually 
choreographed themselves. The next week at state, the dance team became 5x State 
champions in D5 Pom and for the first time ever became runners-up in D3 Jazz., and 
Sydney, Brooke, and Katie, made the all-state team.

Dance Team - 2019 STATE  CHAMPIONS

Boys Hockey 

Winter Sports Report

Girls Hockey
The Hilltopper Girls Hockey team consists of 18 girls from the Holmen, Onalaska, 
West Salem and Aquinas High Schools. We have two girls from Aquinas High School 
which include junior defense Taylor Fox (17) and freshman defense Lydia Walz (7).
 
As an independent high school co-op team, we’re allowed to schedule the best 
competition from around the states of Wisconsin and Minnesota. By doing this, we 
learn how to play our best hockey in February. During our regular season, we were 
9-12-1. Of those 12 losses, 10 of them were to top 10 rated teams within the state. 
The other two games were 1 goal loses to our rival Black River Falls and to Rochester 
Century. However, we did reach our goal of playing our best hockey in February 
where our post season record was 2-1 reaching the sectional final against Cap City 
Cougars where we lost 5-4 in overtime. It was one of the best girls hockey games 
most of have ever been involved in.

The Avalanche is a co-op boys varsity hockey team consisting of players from Aquinas, 
Holmen, and Onalaska Luther. We finished the season with a 14-10 record lead by 
seniors Hunter Schultz, who was third on the team in scoring with 27 goals and 29 
assists for 56 total points, Matthew Jankowski 5th on team in scoring with 15 goals 
and 4 assists for 19 total points, and junior goal tender Jack Coleman finished the 
season with a 13-10 record and a .907 save percentage. Schultz and Coleman were 
both honorable mention for all conference, and Jack Coleman also received the all 
sportsmanship award as well.
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The Blugolds won their 5th consecutive MVC title with a perfect 12-0 record bringing their 
5 year conference record to 59-1.  The Blugolds also went on to defeat non-conference 
opponents this season who won state championships like DeLasalle in MN & Marshall 
D3 WI state champion. The Blugolds enjoyed a great deal of success by playing as a 
team, caring about one another’s overall success and always placing the team’s goal 
ahead their own individual success.  The girls basketball team went into the post season 
with high aspirations in their pursuit to win back-to-back state titles, which pitted them 
against a strong local team in Melrose-Mindoro.  The much anticipated rematch was a 
hard fought battle in the 1st half with Aquinas holding on to a small 3 point lead.  Aquinas 
successfully turned up the defensive pressure en route to a 25 point victory with a final 
score of 65-39. The Blugolds 3 year record is an astounding 82-2 with the hopes of de-
fending that title again in 2020.

Girls Basketball - 2019 STATE  CHAMPIONS 

Wrestling
The 2018-19 season for Aquinas Wrestling included several highlights, and marked the 
beginning of bigger things yet to come for the program.  The team was 27 strong this 
year, with a group of 15 freshmen on the roster.  Though young, the team performed very 
well and had several highlights on the season. Some of the season highlights were 13 
team Logan Invitational Champs, Defeated Sparta for the 1st time since 2005, Regional 
Champions-Qualifying 11 of 14 weight classes for individual sectionals, Advanced 2 
wrestlers on to the WIAA Individual State Tournament-Freshmen Joe Penchi at 120 and 
Junior Clay Berra at HWT, and Several All-Conference Selections: Joe Penchi (9)-1st 
Team at 126, Joe Penchi (9)-1st Team at 126, Noah DeGroot (11)-2nd team at 195, Zach 
DeGroot (11)-Honorable Mention at 145, Riley “Bam Bam” Klar (9)-Honorable Mention 
at 152, Robert Uehling (12)-Honorable Mention at 182, and Jack Christenson (9)-All-
Conference Sportsmanship Award winner. On top of a very successful season, these 
young men were a joy to coach and be around.  They were a highly motivated, respectful 
and hard working group.  We are looking forward to many great things from these young 
men in the near future.  

Boys Swimming
The OHA team had a slow starting season but were an impressive force by the time 
sectionals and state rolled around. The team lost the first three dual meets but were 
placing higher at invitational meets than they did in the previous season. The season 
began to turn around with the second dual against the La Crosse Co-Op where the 
OHA team won almost every event. The team swam exceptionally fast at sectionals and 
qualified for the 200 freestyle relay for the Division I state meet. Aiden Lee, first time 
swimmer, earned the most improved award, and Evan Weber earned the MVP title.
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The 2018-19 basketball season started slow as the Blugolds needed time to get healthy 
and gain varsity experience. The early part of the season was highlighted by a road 
victory at Arcadia in which the Blugolds were shorthanded and got contributions from 
everyone to notch the victory. The boys rallied to win 4 out of 5 games including two 
conference wins against Holmen and Tomah. As the calendar turned to February the 
boys picked up 3 conference victories in a row, beating Sparta, Tomah, and city rival, 
Logan. The Blugolds opened the playoffs at home with a win over Lancaster before 
ending their season in a hard fought battle at #1 seeded Darlington in the regional semi-
final. Senior Brandon Merfeld earned 2nd team all-conference honors, while teammates 
and fellow seniors, Jacob Savolelli and Bryce Lee earned honorable mention, and junior 
Gavin Wetzel earned the sportsmanship award. Senior Max Gauger was awarded the 
Wisconsin Basketball Coaches Association Team First Award. Brandon Merfeld will also 
represent Aquinas as a member of the Wisconsin Basketball Coaches Association D4 
All Star Team this summer.

Boys Basketball 

Skiing & Snowboarding  

Gymnastics 
The West Salem Co-op adopted the name “New Team New Dream” this season as 
only 7 of the 16 were on the team last season. This team exceeded all expectations. 
They accomplished their goal to win the Coulee Conference Championship going 
undefeated in all conference duals and winning the Conference Tournament with Anna 
Gorski, Sydney Fitzpatrick, Shelby Thicke, Natalie Jeranek, Ella Krause, Emily Miller, 
and Natalie Althoff earning All Conference Honors. Ella Krause was named the Coulee 
Conference Gymnast of the Year! The team placed second at the sectional meet earning 
a trip to team state for the 3rd year in a row! This season the West Salem Co-op placed 
3rd with a season high score of 139.4!  Ella Krause, Natalie Jeranek, Shelby Thicke, and 
Emily Miller competed in the individual state competition. Freshman Ella Krause brought 
home a 4th place medal on floor and a 5th place medal on bars! The team has 7 seniors 
this season and they will be missed by all next year!!! 

The ski and snowboard team had a successful season once again. Sophomore Elsa 
Benson was the girls skiing conference champion. Lizzie Wintheiser received the most 
improved award for girls skiing and Gabe Schelfhout received the most improved award 
for boys snowboarding. Tessa Gundersen received the sportsmanship award. We only 
had four conference meets due to weather, snow conditions, and school cancellations. 
Nonetheless, the team practiced hard, competed well, and had fun!
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‘Atmosphere is the limit’ for La Crosse 
Aquinas senior!
Sudha Schultz

Aquinas High School Extra Effort winner Sudha Schultz participates 
in the school’s band, jazz band, choir, and vocal jazz ensemble. 
Schultz is considering pursuing music in her college studies.

Sudha Schultz is a force of goodness, teachers 
say, like a ray of sunlight that always shines on 
this old brick school, at least on weekdays, at 
least from September to June.

“She’s humble, positive, kind, respectful — a ray 
of sunshine around here,” said Ryan Schaller, a 
counselor at Aquinas High School. “She’s one of 
the few students where, when she graduates, I 
know I will shed a tear.”

Sudha’s resume — good grades, volunteer work, 
extracurriculars — would be impressive even if 
she had been born with every advantage, with a 
healthy head start in life. But she was not.

“I didn’t have the easiest childhood,” said Sudha, 
Aquinas’ 2018-19 La Crosse Tribune Extra Effort 
Award winner. “I almost didn’t make it here.”

It started before she was born, on the other side 
of the world, in India.

Sudha’s biological mother and biological father 
were not married. Instead of raising Sudha 
on her own — something the culture frowned 
upon, and that would have gotten the little family 
shunned, or worse — the girl’s mother decided to 
put her up for adoption. 

Sudha was 9 months old when she was matched 
with James and Kristina Schultz, a La Crosse 
couple who already had one daughter, a few 
years older than Sudha.

It would have been a routine adoption, but the 
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks had happened 
two months earlier, and getting into the U.S. was 
like threading a needle.

After some regulatory delays, she made it 
through.

As Sudha got older, her personality did not 
merely bubble to the surface. It came out of her 
in powerful, jet-like blasts, like a geyser.

She whizzed around soccer fields with boundless 
energy, not unlike the way she does now, and 
serenaded her family with selections from the 
“Tarzan” soundtrack, usually “You’ll Be in My Heart.”

Watching both of her parents, she learned to love and 
appreciate music.

But it was her father, James — a member of an area 
drum corps — who made the stronger impression. 
Sudha remembers him scrapbooking, fundraising, 
doing whatever he could to support the band. Music, 
he taught her, like air, was essential.

Shortly before Sudha started kindergarten, her father 
died of cardiac arrest. Her older sister found him. 
The music was gone from the house for a while, as if 
those little black notes had fluttered out of a window, 
or wriggled through the crack under a door.

Eventually, when she was older, Sudha found a way 
to remember him.

Now, when she plays the trumpet in the school band, 
or when she sings her part in the school choir, she 
does so in his honor, “to live up to his legacy,” she 
said.

“Sudha is hardworking, confident and mature in a way 
that is well beyond her years as a musician,” said Ann 
Wenzel, the band director at Aquinas. “If you give her 
a solo, she’ll want to do a duet too. If you give her a 
solo and a duet, she’ll want to do a trio.” AHS student Suzanne Gorman was selected to play

 with the Honors Performance Series Symphony
 Orchestra in New York at Carnegie Hall.
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Suzanne Gorman was selected for the 2019 High 
School Honors Performance Series at Carnegie 
Hall. Suzanne played her violin in February with the 
Symphony Orchestra.

The High School Honors Performance Series brings 
together exceptional high school performers from all 
around the world.

Gorman joined other performers from 46 states, he 
District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Guam, several 
provinces of Canada, Australia, Bermuda, China, 
Hong Kong, Mexico, Poland, Qatar, and South Korea.

She does not know how to phone something in, to 
give anything less than her full effort.

As a senior, she broke with convention by opting not 
to take a study hall.

Because practicing trumpet and voice is apparently 
not enough, she now mentors Aquinas middle-
schoolers finding their legs in band.

And she cast a wide net in her search for the right 
college — she has not yet committed to one — in 
hopes of getting out of her comfort zone.

“I want to go somewhere I’ll be pushed and 
challenged,” she said. “I’ll miss the familiar 
atmosphere here, but I’m excited to move on to bigger 
and better things.”

She plans to study music and medicine, a 
combination that would bring most students to a fork 
in the road, to an either-or proposition.

But Sudha is not most students, say the people who 
know her, not even close.

“I would say the sky is the limit, but I really think the 
atmosphere is the limit for Sudha,” Schaller said. 
“Depending on what she wants to do, I could see  
being a musician who moonlights as a doctor, or a 
doctor who moonlights as a musician. I can see her 
being anything she wants to be.”

La Crosse Tribune. La Crosse, WI. Copyright 2019. All rights reserved 

AHS student Suzanne Gorman was selected to play
 with the Honors Performance Series Symphony

 Orchestra in New York at Carnegie Hall.

A note from Ann Wenzel 
(Aquinas Orchestra Director)
“Suzanne has been a student of mine for the past 
two years. She is a member of the Aquinas High 
School  concert band, jazz band, marching band and 
chamber ensemble. Suzanne welcomes challenges 
and has a solid work ethic that allows her to succeed. 
She has the drive to work independently, which is 
evident by the numerous music awards and honors 
she has received at the Wisconsin solo/ensemble 
contest,” said Ann Wenzel, the orchestra director at 
Aquinas.

 Suzanne is self-motivated and  confident. Her 
talent takes her well beyond her years at Aquinas 
as a sophomore. As a member of the Tri-M Music 
Honor Society, Suzanne shows leadership and a 
commitment to succeed. She is well respected by 
peers and teachers at Aquinas High School. One 
of Suzanne’s  greatest assets is that she is a great 
mentor to others.  She helps tutor other musicians 
and does it with great patience.  Playing at Carnegie 
Hall this year was quite an accomplishment and with 
her talent I predict Suzanne will perform there again. 
It is truly a pleasure to work with.”
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La Crosse Aquinas' Lexi Donarski was 
named Tribune girls basketball player 
of the year!

Had she wanted it to happen, Lexi Donarski’s phone could 
be blowing up on a daily basis!

Calls, texts, social media messages, and more could be 
pouring in from women’s college basketball coaches around 
the country vying for her commitment to play at the next 
level. If she wanted to, she could be spending a good deal 
of free time listening to coaches’ pitches for their schools 
and experiencing being a highly touted prospect.

But Donarski didn’t want that — she knew what she wanted 
for her college experience, and made that choice before 
she played a game for the Aquinas High School Blugolds.

Donarski, a junior, was the catalyst for a second straight 
Division 4 state championship for Aquinas, evolved into 
a new role as primary scorer and playmaker, and did so 
with a level of confidence she hadn’t yet shown. For those 
reasons, she edged G-E-T senior Lexi Wagner to become 
the Tribune’s girls basketball player of the year.

Donarski averaged 23.2 points, 5.8 assists, 3.4 steals, 
and 2.8 rebounds per game for the Blugolds (27-1), while 
shooting 53.7 percent from the floor and 40.3 percent from 
3-point range. 

“She welcomed whatever role we needed her to play in the 
past few seasons. This season, it was some more scoring, 
but she’s capable of a lot of things. I think the No. 1 thing 
she does is making others better,” Head Coach Dave 
Donarski said

“I think she’s recognizing her responsibility to do what she 
can with her skills. And she truly only cares about winning, 
and so do a lot of our girls. So it makes it easy as a coach, 
because they know how to handle it when you do challenge 
them,” Coach Dave stated.

 

Dave challenged his team numerous times throughout the 
season, facing off with strong nonconference competition 
— Iowa’s Dowling Catholic, and DeLaSalle and Hopkins out 
of Minnesota — on top of the MVC schedule.

Lexi said the team was able to bring a competitive fire to 
each game.

“That’s been a main focus for us that our coaches 
emphasize because we do have a really tough schedule. 
We have an advantage that we found good teams to play 
that got us prepared for the postseason. So we focus on 
bringing that intensity to every game,” she said.

Focus is important for Lexi, a three-sport athlete at 
Aquinas. Focus is another reason why she made her 
college decision when she did. She has been attending 
Iowa State games for much of her life and knew she wanted 
to be in that atmosphere. Since she verbally committed to 
the Cyclones, she hasn’t looked back.

“I’ve never regretted that decision. I just get to really enjoy 
the high school season and the AAU season without 
having any pressure on me from myself or my coaches, or 
anything that I have to worry about. I made my choice, and 
I’m still happy with that, and sticking with it,” Lexi said.

“I knew what I wanted to do, so I didn’t see the point in 
waiting and then still deciding to go to Iowa State anyway 
when I knew I wanted to go there from the start,” Lexi 
stated.

Dave Donarski, who has seen the recruiting process take 
its toll on players before, agreed that having this decision 
out of the way has helped Lexi’s career. He said other 
college coaches have been respectful of her decision and 
haven’t tried to change her mind.

Iowa State coach Bill Fennelly signed a contract extension 
with the school through 2025, so, if things go well, he’ll be 
Lexi’s coach through her Cyclone career. That was a relief 
for Dave.

She’s known for a while where she’ll be playing her college 
career, but she has her eyes on finishing her high school 
career with the success she’s experienced the past two 
seasons.

“I’m super excited for it. We return a really good core group 
of girls,” she said. “Hopefully we’re able to come together 
like we did this year.”

La Crosse Tribune. La Crosse, WI. Copyright 2019. All rights reserved 
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Shuttle mission arrives for 
Blessed Sacrament students!
It was a case of mission accomplished for the 6th grade students at Blessed Sacrament Elementary School as 
they took on the challenges of a mobile space shuttle classroom.

The missions arrived by way of the Stem Shuttle Dream Flight, a converted motor coach that now houses all 
things space exploration.   STEM classes include science, math and some engineering, all done in a hands-on 
approach.

Since 2006 the Dream Flight USA Foundation has been on a mission to motivate students in the upper 
elementary and middle schools to learn. The STEM Shuttle, a mobile classroom, has been traveling throughout 
Wisconsin and neighboring states since 2006, bringing a unique hands-on learning opportunity to the students 
in grades 4 - 8.

People often ask if the STEM Shuttle is the only one of its kind. The answer is yes. The shuttle program is the 
work of the Foundation’s Chairwoman of the Board, Sharon Ryan. Using space travel to excite students about 
learning and the program uses STEM related hands-on activities to engage them while on board the shuttle.

“We’re talking about various lessons,” said Sharon Ryan, program director.  “They do things like use a small 
robotic arm to retrieve a satellite.  That kind of experience, that sparks them and they love doing it.”

Other hands-on experiments include reading star maps, exercising in space and counterbalancing in building 
structures.

“Rather than sitting in a classroom listening to me talk, they get to experience things,” said Makayla Lucey, 
Blessed Sacrament science teacher.  “They experience things for themselves, and it’s not always going to work 
out, and I love that because then they have to think about it and come up with other solutions.”

The STEM shuttle has been traveling to schools for the last 14 years.  Missions take about an hour and are 
limited to 15 students per turn, ensuring everyone gets a chance to try everything offered.
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School Service 
& Activities 

Aquinas Middle Schoolers not only sang 
and performed “The Lion King Jr.” They also 

painted the  backdrop with help with their 
art teacher Mr. Grabhorn The students also 

helped make their own costumes for the 
production. 

Aquinas High School students competed at the 
Junior Achievement Competition. Our students 

were awarded over $3,830 in scholarship money. 

 AHS orchestra students attended and played 
with the Dallas String Quartet in West Salem 

this year. DSQ is an international music 
sensation. They perform a fusion of classical 
and contemporary music on both traditional 

and electric strings. 

Students at Blessed Sacrament made guesses 
as to how many items were in the egg and 

Easter baskets. Money donated for the guesses 
went to support Maria at Casa Hogar.

Aquinas Catholic Schools faculty and staff 
attended the NCEA Conference 

(National Catholic Education Association) 
in Chicago. NCEA is the largest, private, 

professional education association in the world. 
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School Service 
& Activities This year’s Lenten calendar was filled with countless service projects, school-based activities and commitments 

during all six weeks of Lent, culminating in a particularly powerful Holy Week.

The elementary schools started their Lenten journey with Ash Wednesday Mass. Cathedral School committed to 
praying Stations of the Cross together four times during Lent. Cathedral also scheduled “Mondays for Mischell,” 
funds raised are going to Mischell in Case Horgar. Students at St. Patrick’s and Cathedral  also received their 
Mite Boxes which is a Diocesan Mission Office effort that the elementary schools supports during Lent. Children 
were encouraged to fill their boxes with change, and the boxes were collected the last week of Lent. Throughout 
the Lenten Season, the students at St. Patrickr’s Elementary School collected items for Birthright. The guiding 
principle of Birthright is, “It is the right of every pregnant woman to give birth, and the right of every child to be 
born.” We want to thank all the families that contributed to the collection. SOAR groups at Blessed Sacrament 
created birthday bags filled with a cake mix, frosting, candles, a card, and paper plates. These birthday bags 
were donated to WAFER for their guests. Students at Blessed Sacrament also put up flowers to show the 
prayers, sacrifices, and almsgiving that they were doing during Lent.

Aquinas High School and Middle School both participated in bake sales, Birthright, and penny wars. The middle 
school raised over $4,000 that will be donated to Casa Hogar and to an Aquinas family. Countless other Lenten 
service projects, including assistance on food lines, partnership with Catholic Charities, and visits to homeless 
shelters, occurred in our Catholic schools over the this Lenten season.

The Journey of Lent
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Aquinas,Past
AND PRESENT 

Perhaps the oldest fan of the Aquinas girls 
basketball team got a special visit Thursday 
— one that called for painted nails, coiffed hair 
and an old, yellowed yearbook.

Blugold players and coaches stopped by 
Hillview Health Care Center to see the 
100-year-old Dolores Zabolio, less than a 
month after the Blugolds secured their second 
consecutive state title, and less than two 
weeks before Dolores’ 101st birthday.
After some regulatory delays, she made it 
through.

“Thank you, thank you,” Dolores said as she 
met with the team, which brought her an armful 
of Aquinas gear, including a T-shirt, blanket 
and water bottle.

She even got to touch the state championship 
trophy, pressing her hand against a golden 
basketball the size of her head.

“I can’t believe it,” she said. “This is a real big 
honor.”

It all started a few weeks ago, when Dolores 
and her daughter, Mary McGrath, saw a story 
about the Blugolds in the Tribune.

Dolores Zabolio’s letter to the Aquinas girls 
basketball team. With her daughter’s help, 
Dolores wrote a letter congratulating the girls 
on their championship and mentioning that, 
more than 80 years earlier, she had played for 
Aquinas’ intramural girls basketball team.

Coach Dave said. “This is a great opportunity 
to bring two generations together.”

“I know what you girls are going through,” the 
letter read. “We had my dad take a car full of 
us to Marshfield. We played basketball with the 
team that day. It was quite an event.”

A yearbook from the mid-1930s built upon her story. 
In one black-and-white photo, a fresh-faced Dolores 
and a few of her teammates are down on one knee, 
a basketball at their feet, their coach giving them 
instructions.

Dolores’ yearbook and memory could be the last 
bridge between present day and this particular piece 
of Aquinas sports history.

Team officials said they were surprised to learn that 
girls at the school were playing organized basketball 
in the 1930s, 40 years before Title IX and the rise of 
girls sports.

For one reason or another, Aquinas girls basketball 
appears to have lost steam by the 1940s and ’50s, 
finding new life after the passage of Title IX in 1972.

“To have an outpouring of support … from an Aquinas 
basketball player in the 1930s is pretty amazing stuff,” 
head coach Dave Donarski said. “This is a great 
opportunity to bring two generations together.”

Added senior guard Megan Scheidt: “It’s cool to be 
able to meet with one of the first (girls basketball 
players) at Aquinas. It shows that we have support 
that we don’t even notice.”

The girls seemed to informally adopt Dolores as a 
grandmother during their visit.

They let out a collective “aww” when they talked about 
the letter, which — even though Dolores struggles to 
write — she insisted on signing herself.

After learning that Dolores had done her hair, one of 
the girls looked down at a strand of her own, flipping it 
back. “I wish I had done my hair,” she said.
The team also sang “Happy Birthday” to Dolores, 
handing her a box of blue and gold cupcakes, each 
one decorated with a basketball ring.

Blugolds salute a 
100-year-old super fan
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“Today is a blessing,” Mary, her daughter, said. 
“It’s an absolute blessing.”

Dolores has lived much of her life in the La 
Crosse area.

After attending Aquinas, she pumped gas and 
sorted mail at the Genoa IGA, which her family 
ran.

She raised a family and lost her husband to a 
heart attack when he was 44. Ever since, Mary 
said, Dolores has been on her own.

She moved to the nursing home at Hillview 
several years ago, but she has remained sharp, 
friends and family say.

Exercise is still an important part of her life. 
She usually joins in when Hillview residents 
get together to kick a beach ball around or to 
perform stretches in their wheelchairs.

More than anything, staff say, Dolores loves 
visitors.

“She’s a very kind-hearted person and just loves 
being around people,” said Kim Haskey, support 
systems manager at Hillview. “She couldn’t 
believe they left school to go see her.”

Wrapped in her new Aquinas blanket, Dolores 
shook the line of young hands, thanking the girls 
for coming. The group took a few final pictures.

The Blugolds have designs on a third 
consecutive state title — one that Dolores hopes 
she will be around to see.

Maybe that’s why, as the girls streamed out the 
door, Dolores did not give them a traditional 
goodbye.

“Well, come again,” she said.
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