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 Aquinas Catholic Schools May 17, 2018 

Justin Silcox – Chairperson – Ed Commission 

Attendees:             
 present  present  

Blessed Sacrament  Fr. Peter Raj*  TBA 

Blessed Sacrament  Fr. Billy Dodge (Vicar-Assoc)   

Holy Trinity  Fr. Richard Roberts  Terry Smith 

Mary, Mother of the Church x Fr. Brian Konopa x Lori Meyer 

Roncalli Newman  Fr. Peter Raj* x Jessica Boland 

Roncalli Newman  Fr. Billy Dodge (Vicar-Assoc)   

St. Charles Borromeo  Fr. William Dhein  Joleen Trussoni 

St. Mary, Coon Valley  Fr. Joseph Arockiam  TBA 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton x Fr. John Parr   

St. James  the Less  Fr.  James Altman  Curt Riley 

St. Joseph Parish, St. Joseph Ridge  Fr. Timothy Welles*  TBA 

St. Joseph the Workman Cathedral x Msgr. Charles Stoetzel, Dean x Jessica Skemp 

St. Leo the Great, West Salem  Fr. Doug Robertson*  TBA 

St. Mary, Bangor  Fr. Doug Robertson*  TBA 

St. Patrick  Msgr. Steve Kachel x Krista Topolski 

St. Peter, Middle Ridge  Fr. Timothy Welles*  TBA 

Other Representatives x 
Fr.Matt Marshall 

AHS/AMS Chaplain 
 

Pat McElligott,  

Aquinas Music Parents 

  TBA, Aquinas Booster Club  
Dr. Mary Ann Campbell, 

Foundation 

  TBA, Consecrated Life   

Aquinas Administrators & Staff x Ted Knutson   

 x Kay Berra  Sue Amble 

 x Denise Ring  Brad Reinhart 

 x Patty Gallagher-Kosmatka x Bonnie Waide 

  Others:.....   
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 DISCUSSION ACTION / 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Call to Order 

 

The Meeting was called to order at 4:30 pm – AHS Library, 5/17/2018. 

The opening prayer was led by Msgr Stoetzel. 

The Mission Statement was read by Patty GK. 

 

Chairman’s Report – 

Justin Silcox 

 

 

 

 

President’s Report - 

Ted/VP – Kay: 

  Respective Reports 

moved  to onset of meeting 

with May 17th.... 

Justin explained that he wanted to move on to Ted’s Strategic Plan 

report first – having the President’s Report & Vice-President’s Report at 

the onset of our meeting, but at close of meeting will cover both dates 

for 2018-19 Ed Com Meeting Dates as well as procedure for new 

officers of the Ed Comm.  Inclusive in this changed order of Ed 

Commission Meeting, - Pres/VP Reporting- all administrators may be 

able to report as well.  

 

Ted first reported what an outstanding team of Administrators he felt 

Aquinas has on hand.  Then he touched on the following: 

• Campaign $ = enabled scholarships to be added – 10 more – 

additionally  - one quarter more added. 

• AHS – Grades 9-12 – computers for these grade levels will be 

purchased over the summer  

• AMS – 90 Computers being added for classroom use – these are 

not to go home. 

• Elementary Levels – Chrome books as well as additional carts 

arriving this summer 

• Safety – ACS – at the forefront—Campaign $ will enable 

keyless entries for schools uniformly as well as perhaps the new 

AHS Reception/Security Desk.   

• Phone System – Campaign $ also possible for improving or 

acquiring a new phone system with goal to unify across the 

system one phone system 

• Staffing report on current year ending:  As of this Ed 

Commission Meeting 6 retirements at this point and 4 terming 

and hiring is currently underway. 

• Budget – possibly 1% extra = $80,000 surplus 

• Lay Retirement (Diocese) still uncertain regarding path forward 

  



May 17, 2018 Ed Com 

ACS Education Commission Meeting   May 17, 2018 

 

 

 

Kay – VP Report – covered at this point: 

 

FORWARD testing of 4th graders reported at this time – all 4th graders – 

ACS – participated in this testing.   She is looking at the area of Math as 

watchful concern with data examined; 5K – 2nd will be using a new math 

series in the curriculum which should be good (Reading/Writing also 

areas to work on).  There is a $14,000 Professional Development Grant 

for teachers to use this summer.  

 

Denise – reported there will be the arrival of Google Chrome Books at 

AHS/AMS.  More STEM initiatives are forthcoming as well.  One-on-

One to start and be a strong effort for 2018-2019 school year.  Justin 

interjected at this point that he is asked often about this implementation 

and Mrs. Topolski also added her question if all understood the 

definition of One-on-One – do parents need to know the specifics. 

Denise at this time explained the goal is to have parents come on site 

with student(s) prior to student being given the actual device.   

 

At this point discussion led by Ted regarding our Strategic Plan for 

ACS: 

The Strategic Planning Committee is composed of Greg Rolaff being the 

chairperson, and members being Ted, Mark Hanson, Matt Binsfeld, 

Brad Reinhart,  Msgr Stoetzel, Fr. Konopa, each ACS administrator, 

plus input from our nine (9) Improvement Committees.  The committees 

have certainly contributed invaluable inputs to this, looking at the 

mission and our core values.  Kay Berra added that it is a very wise 

practice to continually return to these core values & mission and get 

these out in all ACS does.   

 

^ 
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  Further discussion followed regarding items to be focused on as part of 

this Strategic Plan, e.g., looking at the WHOLE STUDENT...how we 

teach, are all children learning at each grade level, plan of action with 

students having difficulties learning and how we follow this all the way 

through, data we can use from our testing.  Jessica Boland added to keep 

mindful of the mental health of each student (depression, anxiety, etc.).  

Krista Topolski added that if surveys are put into place to be sure to 

follow up these surveys distributed to parents.   

Discussion followed regarding defining Catholic Identity – ACS 

educator of faith but the system needs partners here to have further input 

regarding faith and implementing it in everyday life – weekly Mass is 

not sufficient.   

Kay Berra added that our Mission should be done daily and that 

regarding our Vision – a successful system uses this and its core values 

to gain strength in every facet and decision.   

The Education Commission then needs to work in the direction of 

having parish representatives active as key people and leaders within our 

school system.   

It was shared at this point that it is a concern the low wages our system 

has for teachers, i.e., goal perhaps being able to offer 80% salary wise of 

what Public School teachers paid.  We need this increase as a major goal 

for the future.  Our buildings within our system also need to be 

evaluated and consideration for an Alumni Association perhaps created. 
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Chairperson – Justin 

Silcox – Report 

continued.... 

Justin opened discussion regarding the Ed Commission perhaps being a 

bit stagnant – needing to do a bit better by increasing active 

membership. An organizational chart of our system would be beneficial 

to the Ed Commission as it looks ahead to be more active and this would 

serve as a good tool for understanding the flow of our entire system. The 

Education Commission serves as an advisory committee to offer 

guidance on policies and practices of our Aquinas Schools.   

 

At this point – officers and how to move forward for 2018-19 was topic 

of discussion.  Justin will continue to serve as Chairperson – which was 

approved by membership present on May 17 and Fr. Matt Marshall 

volunteered and this too was approved to serve as Vice Chairperson.  

Ted will comprise suggested meetings dates for 2018-2019 and send out 

this via email with projected dates to be considered, waiting for 

pertinent feedback prior to confirming or changing these dates.  We will 

continue to have the four (4) Ed Commission Meetings per school year.  

Perhaps also look into having a brief meeting of an Executive 

Committee of the Ed Commission (if formed) prior to each of these 4 

meetings.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WRAP UP & 

Adjournment 

Fr. Konopa added he felt it was a positive plan to move forward with 

both the Strategic Plan as well as the proposed Mission Statement. 

Fr. Matt Marshall led the dismissal prayer – meeting closing at 6:25 pm. 

 

 


