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 Aquinas Catholic Schools November 16, 2017 
Attendees:            

 present  present  
Blessed Sacrament  Fr. Peter Raj*  TBA 
Blessed Sacrament  Fr. Billy Dodge (Vicar-Assoc)   
Holy Trinity  Fr. Richard Roberts  Terry Smith 
Mary, Mother of the Church ü Fr. Brian Konopa ü Lori Meyer 
Roncalli Newman  Fr. Peter Raj*  Jessica Boland 
Roncalli Newman  Fr. Billy Dodge (Vicar-Assoc)   
St. Charles Borromeo  Fr. William Dhein  Joleen Trussoni 
St. Mary, Coon Valley  Fr. Joseph Arockiam  TBA 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton ü Fr. John Parr   
St. James  the Less  Fr. James Altman ü Curt Riley 
St. Joseph Parish, St. Joseph Ridge  Fr. Timothy Welles*  TBA 
St. Joseph the Workman Cathedral ü Msgr. Charles Stoetzel, Dean ü Jessica Skemp 
St. Leo the Great, West Salem  Fr. Doug Robertson*  TBA 
St. Mary, Bangor  Fr. Doug Robertson*  TBA 
St. Patrick  Msgr. Steve Kachel ü Justin Silcox, Chair 
St. Peter, Middle Ridge  Fr. Timothy Welles*  TBA 

Other Representatives  Fr.Matt Marshall 
AHS/AMS Chaplain  Pat McElligott,  

Aquinas Music Parents 

  TBA, Aquinas Booster Club  Dr. Mary Ann Campbell, 
Foundation 

  TBA, Consecrated Life   
Aquinas Administrators & Staff ü Ted Knutson   
 ü Kay Berra  Sue Amble 
 ü Denise Ring  Brad Reinhart 
 ü Patty Gallagher-Kosmatka ü Bonnie Waide 
 ü Others:..... Mrs. Topoloski   
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 DISCUSSION ACTION / 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

Call to Order 
 

The Meeting was called to order at 4:30 pm at the AHS Library. 
The opening prayer was led by Msgr. Stoetzel. 
The Mission Statement was read by Patty Gallagher-Kosmatka 

 

Chairman’s Report – 
Justin Silcox 

 
 
 
 

President’s Report – Ted  
Knutson  

 

 
The Minutes from August 31 were approved with the correction to 
attendees, i.e., Jessica Skemp indeed was in attendance - now corrected. 
 
At this time, Justin had Ted give his report at the onset of the meeting. 
 
Ted reported on the Capital Campaign with over 4.5 million in place and 
still some major donors yet to specifically commit until closer to end of 
year (Dec. 31, 2017).  He also stated that as a result of The Aquinas 
Report there had been donations as well.  Generally agreed that The 
Aquinas Report had positive results for reaching out a bit more to those 
wishing to be a part of the Capital Campaign.   The Finance Committee 
most recent meeting discussed the upcoming Tuition Scale and perhaps 
having this tuition rate slow down a bit form previous years, i.e., 2.5% 
increase for 2018-2019 and the general consensus of the Education 
Commission was to proceed with this 2.5% tuition increase for 2018-19. 
Justin Silcox, as part of this discussion, emphasized the positive effect in 
giving ACS staff an increase as well.  Ted added that due to the Capital 
Campaign, scholarship dollars will be able to increase as well. 
 
Ted brought up at this time the need to review and discuss the existing 
Policy on Scheduling Co-Curricular Activities (ACS) – 8/25/2008 date 
of existing policy – particularly the practice time being on a Sunday.  
Ted explained that Sunday Workouts were not in any way allowed for 
lower age level sports teams...Varsity teams – depending on upcoming 
situations/games/time of season – could consider appropriate practice 
times on Sunday if approval of such was secured.  Current policy stated 
that this approval would be from the President or Dean.  It was 
suggested to consider amending current policy by having approval be 
from the Principal or President – removing the approval from our Dean. 
Justin Silcox added to the discussion that the norm would be NOT to 
have practices on Sunday – again to follow the policy for allowing these 
if indeed a special circumstance(s) and approval process followed.  An 
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example given would be readiness for the state tournament if in such of 
a specific sport.  Further discussion followed regarding possible needs 
for a Sunday practice with Lori Meyer stating that Sunday in general is 
special for families and in no case should regular Sunday practices incur 
– emphasizing only for very special events of specific sport at the 
highest level.   Kay Berra suggested that the word “Varsity” be added as 
this policy is redrafted in the area of Sunday practices allowed.   
 
Another change strongly to be considered in the editing process, “change 
in Wednesday section  that  students participating . . . excused from 
practices, games, etc., by 5:00 pm (not 5:30 pm as current)  
 
Include youth group participation, e.g., St. Patrick youth group, as 
approved without consequences to attend these youth/religious activities 
or functions , and Patty GK added this should actually be for youth 
group attendance of non-Catholic students as well who attends such 
activities as part of their particular religious programs.    
Regarding Open Gym Time on Sundays...perhaps considered this being 
optional and okay for open gym time with set hours followed.  Whether 
the Open Gym Time be only for Varsity players or including other 
groups should be looked at again and be a part of the February 15th 
meeting and review of draft of updated policy. 
 
Curt Riley added to the discussion the emphasis on attending Mass 
when traveling as a team.   
These changes and editing of this somewhat older policy from 2008 will 
be examined closely and edited with suggestions from the Education 
Commission’s input from this Nov 16th meeting and presented in a 
format in February – Feb. 15th Ed Com Meeting.  Also as part of these 
updates the Athletic Director – Mr. Matt Schneider – will be receiving 
this updated policy to have on hand for reference and use.  Imperative  
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Vice President’s Report – 
Kay Berra 

that moving forward once this policy is streamlined, updated, and 
approved that all coaches receive this at the onset of their sport. 
Fr. Konapa added at this point that he felt that all administrators should 
be given the draft of these updates as well for their approval/input. 
 
Kay presented facts and results of the FORWARD exam even though as 
of November meeting WI not releasing the data for measurement of 
results.  She felt these would be released perhaps toward the end of 
November.  At the February Ed Com Meeting she will share the data 
measurement numbers that will have been released.  She stated that the 
goal is to be in the top 15% in the country in data overall.  Many felt we 
need to market our achievements as a school system to the general 
public. Kay also shared information on the recent Blue Ribbon Award 
presented to Blessed Sacrament, i.e., this is the third ACS school to 
receive this award in the last 9 years; BSS was one of 342 schools in the 
DC area receiving this award.   
 
 General feeling may be slanted toward choice schools/students are not 
accountable – which is not accurate.    Luther School is coming on in 
2018 as Choice School.  At times it seems public schools tend to feel 
Choice Schools are not accountable when indeed we are. The use of tax 
money is always under great scrutiny through audits and serves as one 
example of accountability.  Through our testings – Stars Exams, etc., 
accountability is visible as well.   
 
This year we can report we have 142 choice students out of total 
enrollment of 992.  Reminder regarding financial aid in that Choice 
students do not receive financial aid –many of our student population 
outside of Choice are eligible to our financial aid packets.   
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Dean’s Report – Msgr 
Stoetzel  
 
 
 
 
 

 Justin added as the Choice Program was discussed that he felt that ACS 
needs to ensure that information on how this Program really works be 
“out there” for the Aquinas Families as well as the public in general. 
 
Discussion moved to the subject of Technology use in ACS.  Generally 
felt that if it can be “one on one” technology as a goal no doubt that can 
enhance a student’s learning.  Denise Ring emphasized that to level the 
field for the learning of ALL of our students is certainly a goal. At this 
time ACS (AHS) does not have student computers as such yet – at the 
elementary level there are carts of computers which equal a roaming lab 
technique.  STEM is the initiative at this time regarding technology 
growth. 
 
 A goal at the high school will be that all students have access to “l to l” 
use of computers; at the middle schools use numerous computer carts; 
and at the elementary (K-2), tablets available - with grades 3-6 being 
like the middle school with computer carts.  Certainly there will be and 
are restrictions regarding computer use, i.e., no games or social media.   
 
Concern in discussion that there needs to be more information gathered 
regarding the true benefit and success of the “l to l” approach....screen 
time is important but be mindful where the information comes from as 
well as examine the practice of still incorporating textbooks or 
not...Parents must be involved and made aware as this process develops 
with information such as what sites are used, if textbooks are no longer 
part of the learning strategy, etc.  The recent Gold Gala was very 
successful and this success will play a role in our computer challenges.   
 
As the meeting neared the end, Justin reminded all that the Ed Com is 
not a determinate body but serves as a body for making 
recommendations. 
   
The Education Commission was notified that Msgr. Stoetzel had agreed 
to be the Dean for another term. 
 
Fr. Konopa led the closing prayer – adjourned at 6:00 pm. 
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