
Cathedral School News-10/14/2020 
A Message from Mrs. Gallagher-Kosmatka 
 It is hard to believe that we are already half way through the first quarter of the 
school year. How quickly the first week uncertainties, nerves, and excitement have become 
comfortable routines for everyone. Things have been going very well, and the Cathedral 
students are doing great things in and out of the classroom. Everywhere I travel I see 
amazing examples of student work and effort to learn. In our classroom prayer services our 
children continue to keep St. Joseph as our focus. The students truly have embraced how 
special it is to have him as our Patron and Protector. 

Thank you to everyone who participated in our school fundraiser. Early results 
indicated we made over $5,000. The funds will go to adding 6 i-pads to our inventory and to 
assist with the lighting facility project this spring/summer. Students will enjoy some of the 
rewards for selling the cards during the week of October 19. On Friday, October 23 they 
will experience a virtual field trip to the Rainforest. We are all curious to experience this 
trip via our classrooms!!! 

I have several reminders and requests for parents whose children ride the bus after 
school from Cathedral to Blessed Sacrament. The bus arrives at Blessed Sacrament about 5 
minutes prior to the dismissal bell at Blessed Sacrament. Parents are asked to make a plan to 
pick up their Cathedral student(s) at the bus when it arrives or to have their Cathedral 
student(s) wait for a sibling along the 24th Street side of the building. Students are not to 
be going to the parking lot on the Losey Blvd. side of the school. Parents are asked to 
address this with your child(ren) as there is no supervision on the Losey Blvd. side of the 
school. Also, students are to wear masks until they are at their car with their family. Thank 
you for your help and assistance in this regard. 

As the colder weather sets in I ask that children have a jacket or coat with them 
daily. We have a morning and lunch/afternoon recess and want to be sure they are warm 
outside. A hat and mittens are always helpful as well.  

There are some adaptations to our calendar events due to the pandemic protocols. 
Please be sure to review those as laid out in this newsletter. Your support and planning in 
regards to the plan adjustments are greatly appreciated and necessary to make things run 
safely and still be enjoyable for the students, and faculty.  

 As summer turns to fall, I hope you are able to find time to enjoy the changing 
colors of the leaves, pick some apples, and carve a pumpkin. Happy October!!! 

 
    In service of your children, 
  
  
    
   
 
    Patty Gallagher-Kosmatka 
    Principal, Cathedral Elementary School 
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Star Assessment Fall Screening 

The computer lab has been closed this year as it is a high touch area and deemed not essential at this 
time. Therefore we will not be administering the STAR Fall Assessment for grades 5K-2. Running 
records (Early Literacy and Reading) and classroom assessments do provide direction for teachers in 
setting up reading groups and providing appropriate support for each learner.  

Safe Schools Week October 19-23 

National Safe Schools Week is the week of October 19-23. The focus of the 
week is that of challenging schools and communities to  provide a safe school 
environment for all children. At Cathedral School, our focus is on creating a 
secure and peaceful school setting where learning and teaching happen in a 
positive and faith filled climate. National Safe Schools Week also emphasiz-

es the development of our nation's young people as knowledgeable, responsible and productive citizens.  
 
While the theme of Safe Schools Week is a part of our daily goals and mission for students, we will 
place a focus on the importance of building a culture of respect and kindness in our school. In addition, 
we will focus on the key skill of trusting the adults in the building to take care of children. Therefore, 
the guide of STOP, LOOK, LISTEN is emphasized in our monthly safety drills and throughout the day 
during transitions and in the classrooms. 

Tuesday, October 20-Picture Retake Day 
Picture retake day is Tuesday, October 20. Students who were absent on picture 
day or who would like to have their picture retaken may be in school dress code 
or better. Students will be called to the gym after morning announcements for 
retakes. I ask parents to let the office know by Monday, October 19  if they 
would like their child to have their picture retaken. Thank you.  

Wednesday, October 21-National Unity Day 

National Unity Day falls within Safe Schools Week and focuses on anti-bullying, respectful words 
and actions, and kindness to others. Students and staff are encouraged to wear an orange or red 
top to show that we are together against bullying, and united for kindness.  
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Wednesday, October 21-BOX TOP Dress Down Day 
Parents are reminded to scan Box Tops for Cathedral School. We will be submitting our fall box top 
credits at the end of October. Any help you can provide is greatly appreciated!!! Along with orange or 
red tops for Unity Day students may wear any comfortable bottoms to encourage a box top reminder 
for all.  

Friday, October 30-Halloween Party Update 

Wednesday, October 21-Children Feeding Children  
Food Donation Collection 

Cathedral School students are asked to bring a non-perishable food item 
to school on the third Wednesday of each month. Students donate their 
items on their way out to morning recess. The food items collected are 
then picked up by the Salvation Army. Thank you for your generosity.  

Due to our COVID-19 protocols we are not able to have our annual Halloween party hosted by the 
Blessed Sacrament sixth grade students. Cathedral students may be out of dress code on Friday, Oc-
tober 30 and may wear Halloween themed clothing to school for the entire day on Friday. Halloween 
theme clothing must not impede school and classroom expectations - distracting to the learning envi-
ronment, sitting in desks, playing outside with a jacket on if it is chilly out, eating lunch, etc. This is not 
an expected costume day as there will be no costume parade. There will be no changing in/out of cloth-
ing during the day. NO props, masks, and accessories should come to school. This is an opportunity to 
celebrate Halloween and the completion of the first quarter of the school year. Homerooms will do dif-
ferent Halloween theme work and activities throughout the day.  

 



Monday, October 19-23   Safe Schools Week 
Tuesday, October 20   Picture Retake Day 
Wednesday October 21   Classroom “Prayer Service” with food donation 
      Unity Day-Wear Orange or Red with comfortable  
      bottoms (for Box Top Dress Down) 
Monday, October 26   NO SCHOOL 
Wednesday, October 28   Classroom “Prayer Service” 
Friday, October 30   End of Quarter 
      Halloween themed clothes & classroom activities 
Monday, November 2   Start 2nd Quarter 
Wednesday, November 4   Classroom “Prayer Service” 
Friday, November 6   Cathedral Spirit Day 
November 9-13    Virtual Book Fair??? 
Tuesday, November 10   Virtual Parent-Teacher Conferences 
Wednesday, November 11   Veteran’s Day Commemoration  
Thursday, November 12   Virtual Parent-Teacher Conferences 
Saturday, November 14   Virtual Aquinas Foundation Gold Gala 
 
 
 

School Calendar Reminders  
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https://www.aquinascatholicschools.org/ces-home  

AQUINAS CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 

Aquinas Catholic Schools is a 
Christ-centered family 

devoted to nurturing students of all faiths 
through educational excellence 
in its vibrant Catholic tradition. 

 

  

CORE VALUES 
 

FAITH—Serving Jesus and His Church 

INTEGRITY—Cultivating moral character 

EXCELLENCE—Pursuing daily improvement 
through life-long learning 

LEADERSHIP—Inspiring achievement            
and stewardship 

DIGNITY—Respecting God, others and self 

1319 Ferry Street 
La Crosse, Wisconsin  54601 
 

Cathedral  
 Elementary School 

Phone: 608-782-5998 
E-mail: 
cathedraloffice@aquinasschools.org 


